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Finally it happened.
Some called it ‘valiant,’ others, a ‘courageous and bold’ undertaking.
Many called it a grand success. There were skep�cs as well. Some 

endeavored to encourage us, saying, ‘If the first one is a success,
then it isn’t right.’

A small group of people can change the course of history. NGI is run
by a small group of dedicated people with a vision touching the sky and
whose ac�ons speak louder than words. A�er less than seven months of
prepara�on, the GIBM 2012 was organized at one of the most 
pres�gious places in the world, the Marrio� Marquis hotel in Times
Square, New York City. Entrepreneurs, Business Leaders, Thought 
Leaders, Government Leaders and Investors came from over ten coun-
tries. Many were inclined to believe that the event had been organized
by some ins�tu�on of repute. It was hard to even imagine how, with
limita�ons of budget and manpower, it could be conducted otherwise.  

Was it perfect? The simple answer is ‘no’. There were many expecta-
�ons from high-profile speakers, sponsors and organiza�ons bringing in
delegates.  Many disappointments piled up on the necks of the 
organizers which some interpreted as ‘false promises’. Well, the lesson
learned is that never rely on ‘big names,’ both in poli�cs and business
and even in academics.  An organizer’s vision may not match with 
another’s vision and mission; hence there is no surety even if one says
‘yes, I’m going to be there.’ And that is the toughest part. How can you
make a complex vision so compelling that others believe you and decide
to be with you? 

So many seeds of ideas are born every day, and how many of them
eventually manage to bloom?  For the last four years, NGI has been 
nurturing the simple idea of removing barriers among Indian origin 
people living anywhere – in business, academics and other professions
and giving them a pla�orm to network.

GIBM 2012 focused on a specific area: Entrepreneurship and 
Business. There were many lessons learned to organize the event be�er.
However, organizing an event of such magnitude – people came forward
to be part of it, to support it and to make it a success – is an achieve-
ment in itself. NGI and GIBM team recognizes the contribu�on of many,
support of the sponsors and well-wishers and thanks them all.

Finally, if you don’t dream high, big things would never happen. The
famous American slogan for ul�mate op�mism was very much in play at
this event: ‘If you build it, they will come (from the movie Field of
Dreams).’ We are building a very unique pla�orm for global connec�vity
among people of Indian origin. And we are all set for success, and soon.

EDITORIAL
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Come Home to India
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Trust deficit is the highest in its almost 
four-year-long tenure for the rulers led by 
Congress. The principal Opposi�on, BJP, is
searching for its leader to take on the rulers,
with the only obvious choice being equally
loved and hated within and outside his party
(well, December state elec�ons in Gujarat will
answer this ques�on to a large extent either
way). The other Opposi�on par�es, led by six
regional satraps (Ni�sh Kumar and JDU in
Bihar, Mamata Banerjee and TMC in West 
Bengal, Mulayam Yadav and SP in UP, Naveen
Patnaik and BJD in Odisha, Jagan Reddy and
YSR Congress in AP, Jayalalitha and AIADMK in
Tamil Nadu), are a formidable force. They can
even win a General Elec�on, if only they can
decide on a common leadership!

Economically, the nine percent growth
rate of GDP has plummeted to below six 
percent. Rupee slide has been stopped, but it
is s�ll 55+ to a US dollar. India is s�ll below
100 na�ons in the Human Development
Index. Rural development parameters look
be�er even in Bangladesh as compared 
to India. 
Corrup�on is at its all-�me worst in 
independent India. Tribal and landless poor, 
almost a quarter of the popula�on together,
have been ge�ng a raw deal in �mes of crony
capitalism and rape of the jungles, hills and
water-bodies. Recently, 50,000 of them
walked for 18 days to make the government
sit up and take no�ce, and even meet them at
Agra with an agreement to assuage them, lest
they walk up to Delhi.

Socially, the fabric of India is under stress.
More than a 100 districts of India, 20 percent,
have a red corridor across them with several
blocks and villages run by Maoist rebels.
Urban India has seen the rise of minority ghet-
tos across most ci�es with Muslims huddled in
specific areas, best avoided by Hindus. Some
major ci�es have strong poli�cal streaks based
on linguis�c chauvinism, as in Mumbai.

Alterna�vely, forces against corrup�on are
rising from within and outside the poli�cs.
Anna Hazare-led social movement, Arvind 
Kejriwal-led poli�cal movement, Bengaluru
Civil Society ini�a�ves, Jai Prakash-led Lok
Sa�a Party in Hyderabad, green ini�a�ves

across the na�on, an�-nuclear movement in
Tamil Nadu, Jan Satyagraha of tribal and 
landless poor, Jal Satyagraha by the rural 
des�tute of MP, upright a�empts by serving
and former bureaucrats to bring in 
transparency in governance (Aruna Roy or 
Dr Khemka and their tribe): all these point to a
New India on the rise, and the next two years
shall be intensely poli�cal and change-de-
manding.

In this changing context, if the 30-million-
strong Indian diaspora with a combined 
income of more than ten percent of India’s
GDP play a bigger role than just being money
bags and gi� boxes for the government and
their rela�ves back in India, it would be 
remarkable indeed.

Many of our esteemed diaspora members
have indeed contributed to educa�on, 
healthcare, rural development and industrial
growth in India. For a greater percentage, 
however, India s�ll epitomizes pleasant 
nostalgia, occasional visit during weddings and
deaths, and a subject of discussion over coffee
or wine. Many have lost money by trus�ng
wrong people or joining hands in wrong 
projects. Many more have talked about a lot of
things to do without doing anything much.

In spite of the huge challenges that India
faces today, it is s�ll the best bet for the world,
along with other BRICS na�ons, to revive the
globalized slowing-down economy. It has
higher returns on investments in banks or in
land, has higher human impact of any project,
has higher demand crea�on possibili�es than
any other country except China, has greater
talent availability, has a flexible culture and 
belief systems because of the coexistence of 
diverse opinions and faiths, prac�ces and 
approaches.

This flexibility, diversity, growth poten�al
and welcoming a�tude in the land of ‘A�thi
Devo Bhava’ should be the best bet not just
for the Indian diaspora, but for the world to
come to India.

Visit India at the onset of the New Year,
come to Pravasi Bhara�ya Diwas in Kochi from
January 7th to 9th, and to Vibrant Gujarat
from January 11th to 13th. Contribute to the 
economy as it changes for the be�er.

EDITORIAL
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Media as an Entertainer
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Too much seriousness is a killer. Just think
about it. Every day when we wake up in the
morning, newspapers, television and the 
Internet assail us with stories of un�mely
deaths, unacceptable corrup�on, unmanage-
able popula�on, unwanted systemic failures.
Should these stories turn into permanent 
residents of our mindscape, our smiles would
disappear for eternity. Preoccupied with what
is spiritually emascula�ng, the mind will be
unable to respond to the li�le joys of life. Is
this what we need? I don’t think so. I don’t
think anybody does.

Everybody has his or her own way of 
enjoying life. I do that by seeking humor in
news. I don’t aspire for Wodehousean comic
subtlety in news-based offerings. But, this is
what I get. Following a television channel’s
s�ng opera�on, the India Against Corrup�on
leader Arvind Kejriwal has alleged that an
NGO for the physically disabled run by Union
Minister Salman Khurshid and his wife Louise
has misappropriated funds. In a fran�c at-
tempt to defend Khurshid, his colleague Beni
Prasad Verma said, “I don’t think a person like
Khurshid will do anything for an amount like
71 lakh. It is a very small amount for a Central
minister.” He added, “If it would have been Rs
71 crore, I would have been serious.” The 
already beleaguered Congress party was in a
�ght spot. A�er all, Verma had suggested that
small-�me corrup�on was beneath the dignity
of a Central minister. Could that get any
worse? The media grabbed the opportunity.
Stories of large-scale corrup�on involving 
ministers were recycled once again. I thought
of Verma and laughed. What a guy!

Entertainment journalism entertains. It
can make you howl with uncontrollable laugh-
ter. In the last few days, two events have
taken place. The first, Amitabh Bachchan’s
70th birthday. Bachchan’s wife Jaya had
planned the grand celebra�ons. Nothing
wrong with that. He is a rock star. Seventy is a
significant milestone. They have the money to
splurge. The celebra�on plans were supposed
to be wrapped in mystery. ‘Secret plans’ as an
expression was used more o�en than it had
been for Danny Boyle’s spectacular opening
act of the London Olympics. The funny thing:
one newspaper printed a bit about the plans,
another, another bit, while some television

channel host chirped about something else.
The text of the reports went along these lines.
‘Amitabh Bachchan’s birthday celebra�ons
whose plans are a closely guarded secret will
have will have this and that and….’ I laughed.

Hollywood has Brangelina. The Hindi film
industry – I should have used Bollywood for a
change – has Saifeena. Just like Bachchan’s
birthday, Saif Ali Khan’s marriage to Kareena
Kapoor was a major event. I am s�ll trying to
figure out why. But it was. Once again, enter-
tainment journalism which is mostly based on
PR releases and personal equa�ons with stars
decided to shake the na�on with its series of
revela�ons about the plans that had been
made in the ssshhh…mode. Secrets kept on
tumbling out of the unlocked closet. The
choice of words echoed the Bachchan-related
reports. ‘Saifeena’s marriage plans are a
closely guarded secret. Saif mother’s Sharmila
Tagore has planned….” I laughed, although the
intensity of joy was somewhat less. Too 
similar, too soon, that’s why.

Finding humor where there is supposed to
be none can simplify our lives. When there is
a flood and someone drowns, our media is
known to rush to the spot and ask the vic�m’s
father, “How are you feeling?” Come on. His
son has died. How would he feel? The
earnestness with which the reporter asks is so
ridiculous that the tragedy gets eclipsed for a
while. A�er a reasonably well-off business-
man was arrested for his alleged involvement
in the August 1 serial blasts in Mumbai’s
neighbor Pune, the media did many stories.
The brother of the accused said that his
brother was being framed, for instance. Every
�me any such accused is arrested, we come
across the same ideas. Only, names change.
Some might find the reluctance to use imagi-
na�on – or perhaps, the inability to think dif-
ferently – very irrita�ng. I laugh.

Uninten�onally funny poli�cians are inter-
es�ng.  Some arrogant film stars spawn comic
moments. A TV host’s preten�ous accent, a
reporter’s dumb ques�ons, a print journalist’s
badly wri�en report: the India media can
make us smile, one way or the other. What
the media has to offer beyond that – and
there is a lot of that too – is what ma�ers.
They tell me what we ought to know. That
doesn’t make me smile.

EDITORIAL
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“Do not change the cultural iden�ty of your
team members in a cosmopolitan business set-
�ng, but rather create a business iden�ty of
the company, and never go into micro-manag-
ing the affairs from the top,” noted Ajit
Minocha, the CEO of Global Foundries in the
inaugural session of the Global Indian Business
Meet 2012 opening on Friday, September 21,
2012, at Marrio� Marquis, Manha�an.

The Global Chair of The Indus Entrepre-
neurs (TiE), world’s largest network of entre-
preneurs, Ashok Rao, outlined why and how
the next genera�on Indian origin entrepre-
neurs outside India are expected to become
innovators by adding not just func�ons to ex-
is�ng products and services, rather changing
the game.

Global Indian Business Meet 2012 opened
in Marrio� Marquis, Manha�an, being organ-
ized by the NGI Founda�on (New Global 
Indian), based out of Delhi, Dubai, Durban and
Boston, with rich tributes paid to Swami
Vivekananda on the occasion of his 150th birth
anniversary. Swami Tyagananda, who heads
the Ramakrishna Mission in the USA, under-
lined respect, jus�ce and charity as the hall-
marks of businesses to make businesses
sustainable and rooted to true Indian values.

The Wisden India Chairman, Anand Krish-
nan, called for ins�tu�onaliza�on and corpora-
�za�on of sports and expounded why and how
the world’s first dedicated private equity firm
for sports is being created by Fidelis World.

The Nanoholdings CEO, Jus�n Hall-Tipping,
outlined futuris�c nano-technologies by creat-
ing solu�ons for protec�ng water, disposing
garbage, and securing sustainable housing.

Subhra Das, the marke�ng head honcho of
Du Telecom, Gulf’s second largest telecom
company, outlined how telecom can become
dumb voice and data pipes, unless the telecom

companies reinvent themselves with a strategy
to create engaging content and partner with
content developers for value-added services in
an era when voice is becoming almost free and
over-the-top players like Google or Facebook
are all making money using telecom routes
without any revenue shared with them.

The last session of the opening day had an
engaging debate between the Bombay Stock
Exchange Deputy CEO Ashish Chauhan and the
founder of Quantum fund management firm,
Ajit Dayal, on the ethics of stock-broking and
small investors’ protec�on prac�ces in India.

The last session also had the CEO of South
Africa-based Garuda Finance, Rajen Pillay,
making a fervent appeal to the business com-
munity gathered at the venue, to make invest-
ments in growth sectors in South Africa, the
economy that accounts for 25 percent of the
African GDP.

Dr Dasarath Che�y of DC Communica�ons,
South Africa, brought some points on the ease
of doing business in South Africa.  Its overall
ranking was 36th from 183 economies in 2011
and now it is 35th from 183 economies in
2012. He discussed South Africa as one of the
best growing countries on following 
parameters.

Similar appeal to invest in the Caribbean
na�ons was made by the Industries and
Tourism Minister of Guyana, Irfaan Ali, and the
Chairman of Mediterranean Shipping Corpora-
�on, Nicola Arena, highligh�ng the geo-strate-
gic importance and natural resources of the
region.

On the subsequent days, the dis�nguished
economist of Indian origin from the London
School of Economics, Lord Meghnad Desai,
noted that one on every rupee earned in India
goes into external debt interest payment, and
to manage this the government is taking resort
to “irresponsible fiscal policy” by pumping cur-
rency into the economy and devalua�ng rupee
furthermore. He lamented that while entre-
preneurship-induced dynamism is there in the
Indian economy, there is hardly any govern-
ment policy-induced dynamism.

Sugges�ons came from many, including the
BJP Maharashtra President, Raj Purohit, that
an amnesty policy of bringing out black money
(from within India and from overseas) with
one-fourth or one-fi�h given to debt repay-
ment and rest legi�mized without any ques-
�on asked, would be a good way to tackle this
situa�on.

Vijay Nambiar, the Chief of Staff, United Na-
�ons, underlined how the UN is reaching out
to business, and how the private sector, in-
cluding from India, is playing an important role
in global affairs within and beyond the UN
that’s specially aimed at sustainable develop-
ment.

Most speakers agreed that poli�cs is not a
ma�er of domain exper�se but an art and sci-
ence of building consensus and taking firm de-
cisions.

As the FICCI Secretary General 
Dr Rajiv Kumar noted, if India can ensure
greater coordina�on between the Centre and

Selected topic rankings 2011 2012

Getting credit 1 1

Dealing with construction permits 31 31

Protecting investors 10 10

Paying taxes 18 44

Registering property 90 76

Resolving insolvency 79 77

Enforcing contracts 85 81
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private and public sectors, enact General 
Services Tax soon, and focus on educa�on and
energy in a major way over the next two years,
coming close to 10 percent annual growth rate
would not be impossible.

Anil Vinayak, Marke�ng Head from Max
Healthcare, focused on the current market size
and historical growth of Healthcare Industry.
Healthcare Industry is currently valued at USD
65 Bn – grown at 14% CAGR from 2006-10. 

He said, “Private sector healthcare will 
account for more than 80 percent of the

Healthcare delivery market by 2015. Health-
care expenditure expected to command a
greater share of wallet by 2025 (approximately
13 percent).” He also spoke about medical
tourism and discussed the gaining momentum
of medical tourism over the last few years.
With the USD 450 million market in 2008 pro-
jected to increase to USD two billion by 2012,
medical treatment has been offered to around
300,000 global pa�ents in 2008 and is showing
a growing interest from those in the US, UK, 
Europe, Africa, CIS and SAARC Countries. 

One of the speakers, Harsha Mukherjee
from Ekjaa Founda�on emphasized on break-
ing the CSR myths and exploring the unex-
plored dimensions in India. She said. “There
are be�er ways to prac�ce CSR like doing high
impact philanthropy, bringing social innova�ve
products, taking care of sustainable process
while manufacturing products and other ac�v-
i�es and smart inves�ng in CSR research et al.”

High-profile speakers at GIBM included 
Dr. Desh Deshpande, Ajit Minocha, Poonam
Ahluwalia, Nicola Arena, Ashish Chauhan,  
Md. Irrfan Ali, Ajit Dayal, Sachin Duggal, 
Dr. Vijay Eswaran, Dr. Anita Goel, Jus�n Hall,
Stu� Jalan, Sa�sh Jha, Dr. Vinod Juneja,  
Dr. Sunita Kanumury,  Louise Nair, Alkesh Patel,
Rajen Pillay, Ashok Rao, Raju Narise�y (WSJ),
Rohit Vyas (TV Asia), Dr. Gurmit Chilana,
Anand S. Krishnan, and Manoj Soma, 

Vijay Nambiar, Amb.Robert Orris Blake, 
Ambassador Prabhu Dayal, 
Prof. Debashis   Cha�erjee, Lord Meghnad Desai,
Mitul Desai, Vibhu� Jha, Ashok Rao, Ranjana
Khanna, Dr. Rajiv Kumar, Dr. Navaratna Rajaram,
Dr Anil Lamba, Prof Dasarath Che�y, Dr Kapil
Raina and Minocher Patel, Kelly Wright from
Fox News, spiritual leaders Swami Tyagananda
Maharaj and Swami Bhoomananda Tirtha and
many more graced the event.

New York Governor Mario Cuomo’s, top 
cabinet member Alphonso David, NY State
Labor Commissioner Peter Rivera and New 
Jersey DMV Chair and Chief Administrator 
Raymond Mar�nez, who is also adviser to the
Governor of NJ, a�ended the event.  

Audience having a good time during cultural eve
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NGI foundation was all set for its second edition of Excellence awards. NGI offers these awards to felicitate important
people of Indian origin for their contributions for positive changes in the world. The awards celebrate their success and

inspire others to make such exceptional behavior the norm. On the eve of second day of GIBM, an NGI Excellence
Award Ceremony took place to recognize many great leaders in various fields. Awards categories and winners included

Swami Vivekananda Leadership Award in Entrepreneurship Philanthropy to Dr. Gururaj Deshpande (USA),
NGI Excellence Award for Educational Leadership to Thumbay Moideen (UAE), Community Initiatives to 

Ramesh Kallicharan (Guyana), Indian Diaspora Leadership to GOPIO President Ashook Ramsaran (USA), Community
Leadership to Dr. Dasarath Chetty (South Africa), Finance and Banking Leadership to Rajen Pillay (South Africa), 

and last but  not the least, Business Leadership to Dato Dr. Vijay Eshwaran (Malaysia).

MOMENTS OF GLORY

Gururaj Deshpande, Chairman,
Sycamore Networks,USA, received
Swami Vivekananda Memorial
Award for Entrepreneurship and 
Philanthropy

Desh  Deshpande is an Indian 
American venture capitalist and 
entrepreneur, who is best known for
co-founding the Chelmsford, 
MA-based internet equipment 
manufacturer Sycamore Networks,
the Deshpande Center for 
Technological Innova�on at MIT and
the Deshpande Founda�on.
Presently, Deshpande is the Chair-
man of A123Systems, Sycamore
Networks, Tejas Networks, HiveFire,
Sandstone Capital, Sparta Group,
and sits on the Board of Airvana.

Thumbay Moideen, President, Gulf Medical
University, UAE received NGI Excellence
Award for Global Educa�onal 
Entrepreneurship. 

In 1998, Thumbay Moideen established the
THUMBAY Group U.A.E. Under his dynamic
leadership, it went on to achieve tremen-
dous growth, and in the process, provided a
means of livelihood to hundreds of families
over the last decade. The pioneering spirit of
Moideen and his convic�on, courage and
confidence soon led to the se�ng up of
UAE’s first private medical college in the
U.A.E, the Gulf Medical College in Ajman.
This was followed by GMC Hospital & 
Research Centre and Gulf Medical Centre &
GMC Pharmacy in Dubai. The Group has also
established a hospital in Fujairah and a med-
ical centre in Dubai. The group will open new
hospitals in Dubai, Sharjah and Ajman soon. 

Dr. Gururaj Deshpande receiving the NGI Excellence
award from Robert Blake and other dignitaries

Thumbay Moideen receiving the NGI Excellence
award from Dr. Gurmit Chilana and Prashant Shah 
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Dato Dr.Vijay Eswaran, Execu�ve 
Chairman, QI Group of Companies,
Malaysia, received NGI Excellence
Award for  Philanthropy and Business
Leadership.

Dr.Vijay Eswaran is the co-founder and
Execu�ve Chairman of the QI Group of
Companies. An economist-turned-en-
trepreneur, bestselling author, prolific
speaker and philanthropist, 
Dr. Eswaran is a mul�-faceted personal-
ity. The QI Group, co-founded by him in
1998 is an e-commerce-based 
conglomerate with businesses that
have diversified into retail and direct
sales, technology, lifestyle and leisure,
luxury and collec�bles, educa�on,
training and conference management,
property development and logis�cs. 

Ashook Ramsaran, President,GOPIO,
USA, received  NGI Excellence Award for  
Indian Diaspora Leadership.

Ashook Kumar Ramsaran’s great 
grandparents went to Guyana as 
indentured laborers (1853 and 1860).
Ramsaran was accorded a special 
recogni�on by St. John’s University in
2007 and a scholarship for Diaspora
studies was established in name of
‘Ashook Ramsaran.’ He is prominently
featured in the Global Indian 2010 
publica�on of ‘Top 25 Indian Luminaries
of the World’ and several local, na�onal,
regional and interna�onal publica�ons.
Ramsaran was accorded the pres�gious
Government of India’s Pravasi Samman
Award by the President of India on 
January 9, 2011 in New Delhi, India. 

Rajen Pillay,CEO, Garuda Finance,
South Africa, received the 
NGI Excellence Award for 
Entrepreneurship and Business 
Finance Leadership.

Rajen Pillay is the CEO of Garuda 
Finance (Pty) Ltd, a bou�que 
Mergers & Acquisi�ons firm, 
which specializes in cross border 
transac�ons (mainly investments
into South Africa). Pillay has 
experience in the audi�ng 
profession (with Deloi�es) in 
banking (he is a Cer�fied Associate
of the Ins�tute of Bankers in South
Africa, the apex body for banking in
SA) and in developmental lending
with Business Partners in South
Africa.

Dato Dr. Vijay Eswaran receiving the NGI Excellence
award from Dr. Anita Goel and Poornima Voria

Ashook Ramasaran receiving the NGI Excellence
award from Andy Shenoy and Raj Purohit

Rajen Pillay receiving the NGI Excellence award 
from K Sudhakar Murthy and Dr. Mahesh Mehta
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Poonam Ahluwalia, President, Youth
Employment Summit (YES) Inc. USA,
received NGI Excellence Award 
for - Social Entrepreneurship

Poonam Ahluwalia is recognized as
a global ac�vist for youth 
employment and entrepreneurship.
As President and Founder of YES,
she has worked �relessly for the
past twelve years to successfully
bring youth employment to the
global agenda. Under her leader-
ship, the work of YES has mobilized
stakeholders in over 120 coun�es
around the world to work toward
finding innova�ve ways to promote
youth entrepreneurship and em-
ployment – this is her contribu�on
towards ending hunger and poverty.

Dr. Dasarath Che�y, Owner, D.C.
Communica�ons, South Africa 
received NGI Excellence Award for
Community Leadership.

Dr. Dasarath Che�y served as the
Pro-Vice-Chancellor of the 
University of KwaZulu-Natal (UKZN),
as President of the South African 
Sociological Associa�on and as 
Na�onal President of Marke�ng,
Advancement and Communica�ons
in Educa�on (MACE). He is currently
President of GOPIO South Africa and
President of Child Welfare South
Africa (CWSA) represen�ng the
interests of over 250 child welfare
socie�es.

Poonam Ahluwalia receiving the NGI Excellence award
from Rita Abraham and Prof Ujjwal K Chowdhury

Dr. Dasarath Chetty receiving the NGI Excellence award
from Debashish Chatterjee and Haimanti Banerjee

Ramesh Kalicharan, Owner, Kali Travels and
Tours, Jamaica got the NGI Excellence Award
for Community Rela�ons Leadership.

Indian American Ramesh Kalicharran, 
popularly known as Kali, is a community
leader who commands respect from all 
segments of the Indian Diaspora and the 
general popula�on of New York City. He 
established ‘Kali Group of Companies’ 
comprising Driving School, Travel Agency and
Real Estate. Kali is founder of Gyan Bhak�
Satsangh now called the Prem Bhak� Mandir,
U.S.A. Pandits’ Parishad, New York and The
Phagwah Parade, the largest of its kind in the
world. Kali is founding member of Global Or-
ganiza�on of People of Indian Origin (GOPIO)
and several Indo-Caribbean Organiza�ons.
Presently he is the Interna�onal Coordinator
of the Indo-Caribbean Council (ICC).Ramesh Kalicharan receiving the NGI Excellence 

award from Haimanti Banerjee

NGI KNOWLEDGE EXCHANGE |  OCTOBER  2012
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In addition, an outstanding entertainment program was planned for the three evenings that featured a sarod recital by
Padma Vibhushan Ustad Amjad Ali Khan along with his sons Amaan and Ayaan Ali Khan. Natya STEM (Space.Time.

Energy.Movement) Dance Kampni from Bengaluru also performed and engaged to create  new expressions of dance.
There was a standup comedy act by Rajiv Satyal, the small bespectacled Indian guy from Ohio whose witty and TV-clean
act covers everything from racial issues to soap bottles to his favorite topic – himself and a Bollywood dance evening by

Shweta Pandit. The niece of Pandit Jasraj and granddaughter of Pandit Pratap Narain, 
Shweta has become immensely popular in her field of excellence.

Last but not the least⁄

MUSICAL EXTRAVAGANZA: Ustaad Amjad Ali Khan 
performing with his sons Aman and Ayaan

GREAT
INDIAN 

TALENT SHOW:
Rajiv Satyal,

Shweta Pandit
and STEM Dance

troupe 
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This Fall, I had the opportunity to witness the
most wonderful plethora of business genii
firsthand. GIBM – Global Indian Business Meet
2012, held in Manha�an from September 20th
through 23rd not only brought together the
corporate head-honchos, business pundits and
academicians of Indian origin from all walks of
life but also provided a gracious pla�orm to
sow seeds of future projects built out of prolif-
era�on of knowledge, ideas and intent. People
come and go. But the ideas remain. From
start-up founders to veteran researchers –
GIBM had it all. It was fascina�ng to delve into
the talent pool, imbibe some of those experi-
ences and acumens through lectures and dis-
courses. I wouldn’t be surprised if a few new
business ideas formed right in the lobby out-
side the conference hall a�er the illumina�ng
sessions. There was a piece of talent here and
wisdom there. One could have been easily in-
fected by the exuberance of Pree� Jindal –
founder of a PR company at
the age of 23 to inside pages
of Forbes’ 100 most success-
ful women entrepreneurs in
record �me –or get organ-
ized in real life with the in-
formed deliverance of Sachin
Duggal about moving clu�er
to the virtual cloud

Another important com-
ponent of GIBM was its
mul�na�onal posi�oning.
Other than a large represen-
ta�on of professionals from
India and North America,
there were significant alloca-
�ons from various other re-
gions like the United
Kingdom, South Africa and
the Middle-East. Of course,
showcasing the latest works
and achievements of some
of the stalwart companies
from those regions was one
aspect of it. But it also led to
some very interes�ng socio-
cultural conversa�ons.
Awareness. Assimila�on. A
profound route to expand
one’s horizons to different
lands of opportuni�es. And
essen�ally to be able to bask
in pride by discovering one’s

kinship thriving in the global commune. 
Historical evidences suggest that Corporate

existed in India in around 800 BC. This pre-
dates the earliest Roman proto-corpora�ons
by centuries. The usage of the Corporate fom
(eg Sreni) was prevalent in every kind of busi-
ness, poli�cal and municipal ac�vity. Corpora-
�ons in India conducted trades and
established business rela�onships with the Ro-
mans, South-East and Far-East Asian countries.
Examples are cited in the works of many histo-
rians, chiefly in R.P. Kangle’s transla�on of Kau-
�lya’s Arthashastra and P N Agarwala’s  A
Comprehensive History of Business in India.
Professor Vikramaditya S. Khanna writes in the
Economic History of the Corporate Form in An-
cient India, “Although there are a number of
different terms that can be used to describe
the economic en��es in Ancient India the
most common is the sreni. As a general ma�er,
a sreni is a legal en�ty composed of a collec-

�on of people who were normally engaged in
a similar trade, but who do not necessarily be-
long to the same caste. The sreni shares some
similari�es with the guilds of medieval Europe,
but the sreni was also more complex and had
quite detailed rules of internal organiza�on.
For example, a sreni need not be dedicated to
a single profession and members could prac-
�ce different trades. Further, the sreni was
mobile and has been known to move from one
loca�on to another without the threat of out-
side military force”. There is a very interes�ng
analogy between the modern-day US corpo-
rate and that of Ancient Indian corporate. He
says, “Indeed, in spite of the fact that US cor-
pora�ons and sreni stem from vastly different
�mes, cultures and technological environ-
ments, the degree of similarity in the concerns
associated with these en��es and the o�en
similar methods of addressing them is quite
remarkable. 

CHARACTERISTICS MODERN US CORPORATION ANCIENT INDIAN SRENI

Separate Entity Yes Yes

Centralized Management Yes Yes

Transferability of Interest Yes Probably Yes

Limited Liability Yes (though recently) Probably Not

Agent has power to bind entity? Yes Yes 

Management elected? Yes Yes (though at times appears hereditary)

Can management be removed? Yes Yes

Duty of Loyalty Yes Probably Yes

Duty of Care Yes Yes

Liability insulation Yes Yes (less detailed than US)

Screens on shareholder suits and internal enforcement activity Yes Yes (less detailed than US)

Internal rules have binding effect Yes Yes

Some reimbursement for legal defence Yes Yes

Formation is easy Yes Yes

Register with state Yes Yes

State approval needed Yes (though weak) Yes

Use of incentive payments Yes Yes (less detailed than US)

Entry is easy Yes Some conditions, but no caste bars.

Sharing of assets and liabilities Terms of agreement Terms of agreement and additional rules

Exit is easy Yes Yes, but with obligations potentially

Board/Committee Independence  Yes Probably Yes

Other board qualifications Yes Yes (less detailed than US)

Voting Regulation Yes Yes (less detailed than US)

Open debate in meetings and shareholder resolutions Yes, with some limits Yes, with some limits (but less than in the US)

Transparency is valuable and disclosure is encouraged Yes Probably Yes (less detailed than US)

ALL THE WORLD WILL BE OUR STAGE
Somanjana C Bhattacharya



COVER STORY   15

NGI KNOWLEDGE EXCHANGE |   OCTOBER 2012

GIBM 2012 was 
perfectly hosted, the 
variety of speakers and
themes were very apt.
Hope to see many more
events to come on such a
grand scale. Best of Luck.
Sushmita Shekhar, PHD
Chambers of 
Commerce, Delhi

It was an outstanding event and
I personally found it extremely
valuable. As a participant I
found it both enjoyable and 
informative. The hospitality was 
outstanding and way beyond
what one normally expects at
such a conference. This was
even more true of the 
entertainment program.
My suggestion is to ignore 
fault-finders but focus on 
constructive criticism 
especially if they have 
suggestions. My regards to
team NGI.
N.S. Rajaram, 
Researcher & Scientist, USA

I think it went well -though the AV
arrangements were very disap-
pointing. But it is to be expected
given this was the first attempt -
and a valiant one it was.
Ashok Rao, 
TiE Global, USA

GIBM 2012 was a 
success in many ways. Great ef-
fort on your part! This can only
get better in the years to come.
Everything starts small and then
becomes big! And this was not
even small by any measure.
Next one in Dubai will be super!
Subhra Das, 
Du Telecom, Dubai

I think this can be a
wonderful platform: the
speakers were very 
varied and impressive.
If the audience size was a
little larger, it would truly
have been a 
success on all fronts for
all the effort that 
was put in.
Ajit Dayal, Quantum 
Advisors Private 
Limited, Mumbai

PLUG IN FOR TESTIMONIALS

It was surely a successful event
as first time and perfectly 
organized. All the Best for the
future events.
Harsha Mukherjee, 
Ekjaa Foundation, 
Mumbai

NGI Foundation is glad to inform that we have received a lot of positive feedbacks for 
recently concluded event, GIBM. It will help us to boost our future endeavors. Not only have we 

all learned a lot but will present even a better show next time, keeping our best foot forward.

GIBM was a thoughtful initia-
tive and I found some
speakers, though I heard
about them for them first
time, were very impressive. I
know this was your first at-
tempt, hope you will come
better and bigger next time.
Satish Jha, OLPC, USA
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Ajit Minocha
Dato Dr. Vijay Eswaran with 

Amb.Robert Blake Consulate General Prabhu Dayal

One of the panel discussions during the event Delegates during GIBM 2012

AND THE WINNERS ARE: (from left to right) Ramesh Kalicharan, Rajen Pillay, 
Dato Dr. Vijay Eswaran, Ashook Ramasaran, Dr. Dasarath Chetty with Dr. Anita Goel
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Anil Lamba
Minochar Patel, Dr J.T Vyas, 
Rijuta Khurana and Mrs Vyas Kanchan Banerjee with Vijay Nambiar

Md Irfan Ali getting a token of appreciation from Nicole Arena

Dr JT Vyas, Dr Gurmit Chilana, Dr Sunita Kanumury, Anil Vinayak and Thumbay Moideen at the ‘Future of health care’ session.

Unveiling NGI magazines of Africa, 
International and Middle East editions



THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT
GIBM 2012 has achieved a grand success and for this we are greatly indebted to the Ministers and top

brasses of Indian Political party and others for their encouraging words. Few of their messages you will 
find in next pages. We would also like to thanks our sponsors for their immense support. Without your 

invaluable support and generosity, we would not have been able to put up such a nice event. 
Thank you one and all…

POWERED BY

CO SPONSORS

PARTNER ORGANISATIONS

NORTH AMERICAN PRINT SPONSOR

SOUTH AFRICAN PRINT SPONSOR

NORTH AMERICAN TELEVISION SPONSOR

INTERNATIONAL TELEVISION SPONSORS

AIRLINE PARTNER

MEDIA PATNERS



GLOBAL INDIAN BUSINESS MEET 2012
Impacting Business worldwide

Dr Manmohan Singh

message
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FOR THE PEOPLE

BACKGROUND
Society has always fascinated me since my
school days. Both my undergraduate and
graduate courses have helped me in realizing
the underlying significance of ‘Poli�cal Science’
in building a society. To understand the intricacies
of policies, funds and developmental projects,
I have worked with various NGOs back in India
and as an intern in the Governor’s office
(Colorado).

While working in the Governor’s office and
at the University of Colorado, I have learnt that
we can’t divorce ourselves from issues and
expect things to work out. We should actually
take part in the issues we believe in.

WORK AND EXPERIENCE
Originally from Kolkata, India, living in the
United States and taking part in policies gives
me a unique perspec�ve. While working in the
Governor’s office, my contribu�on in crea�ng
and enforcing rules on welfare issues expands
my horizon. I have been given an opportunity
to lend my voice in a country where I was not
born.

I landed in the USA in 2007 with the no�on
that poverty is prevalent only in so-called Third
World Countries.’ But very soon, my experience
in the Governor’s office changed my outlook.
Even the wealthiest na�on in the world like
the United States does not escape the problem
of poverty. And with my supervisor’s help, I
wrote a paper on an�-poverty in 2008. The
paper takes a critical look at poverty and
anti-poverty policies in the United States. It
also discusses the liberal and conservative
perspectives for reducing poverty in America.

A�er that, what I really wanted to know is
whether the decisions made there actually
work as they are supposed to. Do people who
want to work around the agreement find
loopholes to misuse the words wri�en and
signed on? Or worse, do they create legal
spaces that could work against the very goal of
the agreement? This inspired me even more.

I have worked on projects involving
immigration, interna�onal peace talks, and
policies on global warming. A�er my gradua�on
from University of Colorado, I have decided to
con�nue my service in the policy department.

I moved to Houston a�er my marriage and
con�nued my research in the Mayor’s office in
Houston. Here, I have learnt how veterans are
striving to assimilate themselves in the society.

MOTHERHOOD
In one year, I was blessed with a baby girl. But
life twisted and turned soon a�er delivery.
Things got worse when I had to go through
mul�ple surgeries due to a medical malprac�ce.
I was almost bed-ridden for months. With no
help around, I awoke every morning, dreading
the day ahead, rushing through everything,
hoping to finish work and eventually crashing
again.

In less than a year, I have decided to go to
work. Many factors are working towards this
miraculous recovery. Time is an important one,
but not the only one. And the best part is
when I called the Mayor’s (Houston) office,
they called me in.

I am struggling against all odds, taking care
of my toddler, and enjoying my �me with her.

In future, I intend to push legisla�ons that
would reform our society and give our children
a better future. I see myself an active social
reformer.

Generally, United States has less Poli�cal
Science students from India, but if we have a
passion to learn, we can always get absorbed
in any society. All that ma�ers is perseverance,
crea�ve altruism, and determina�on.

Garima Das Gupta works in the City of Houston Mayor’s office helping in Policy Analysis 
at the Veterans Department. She talks about the challenges in her work and life to 

Somanjana C Bhattacharya

“
“

I landed in the USA in 2007 
with the notion that

poverty is prevalent only in
so-called ‘Third World

Countries.’ But very soon,
my experience in the 

Governor’s office changed
my outlook. Even the

wealthiest nation in the
world like the United States

does not escape the 
problem of poverty. And

with my supervisor’s help, I
wrote a paper on 

anti-poverty in 2008. The
paper takes a critical look

at poverty and anti-poverty
policies in the United

States. It also discusses the
liberal and conservative

perspectives for reducing
poverty in America.

Garima Das Gupta
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WOMAN’S TRUE FRIEND

BACKGROUND
I came to the US in 1985 following my mar-
riage. Soon a�er, I took a degree in Technical
Wri�ng and embarked on a high-tech career.
Separa�on from my husband a�er five years
of marriage exposed me to a new world of
gender issues and self-realiza�on, ini�a�ng
my engrossment in social service. I started
volunteering for Maitri in 1993, working hand
in hand with the co-founders Chitra Banerjee
Divakaruni, Anjali Dujari and Roma Majumdar.
Commencing on grassroots ac�vism with a
budget of 1200 USD/ year, Maitri has been
able to generate almost 450,000 USD/year
currently for the be�erment of women in
need of transi�on and support. I have in-
volved myself in recondi�oning the vic�ms of
domes�c violence in every possible way –
emo�onally/physically/financially/legally. I
con�nue to oversee peer-counseling, legal ad-
vocacy program, various immigra�on issues
and spreading awareness.

WORK AND EXPERIENCE
I have lived and worked in the San Francisco
Bay Area for over 25 years. My passion for
changing the world and grassroots ac�vism in
the South Asian community has kept me in-
volved in Maitri since 1993. Currently, I am
the President of the Maitri Board of Gover-

nance and also serve as one of the two official
spokespersons for Maitri.

I formed the Asian Women's Bridge with
representa�ves from AACI, the Korean
Women's Support Group, and the Asian Law
Alliance, and ran the group for five years
doing advocacy and educa�on about Asian
family dynamics and domes�c violence in the
Bay Area. I also served on the Board of Direc-
tors for Santa Clara County Occupa�onal
Safety and Health Organiza�on (SCCOSH),
Santa Clara, California from 1996 to 1999.

I’ve been honored with the Good Neigh-
bor Award for Outstanding Community Serv-
ice by the Dr. Mar�n Luther King Jr.
Associa�on of Santa Clara County in 1996 and
also received the Ci�zenship Award for Com-
munity Service by Cisco Systems in 1999 and
2000.

Maitri founded in February 1991, is a free,
confiden�al, referral Non-Profit Organiza�on
based in San Francisco Bay Area, that prima-
rily helps families from South Asia
(Bangladesh, India, Nepal, Pakistan, Sri Lanka
among others) facing domes�c violence, emo-
�onal abuse, cultural aliena�on, human traf-
ficking or family conflict.

PERSONAL
Born in a patriarchal and so-called macho so-

cietal sec�on of Punjab, I enjoyed an ex-
tremely liberal environment at home, har-
nessed by my parents coming from the Army
background. My father catalyzed my budding
feminist mind and exemplified equal opportu-
nity irrespec�ve of gender in the household.
While traveling to different Indian states with
my parents, my two sisters and I engaged in
numerous outdoor ac�vi�es like tennis and
horse-riding. My learning from the forma�ve
years stayed with me throughout and helped
me live life on my own terms. I also tried to in-
spire a similar confidence and posi�ve outlook
in many women around me.

Through remarriage and motherhood, I
con�nued to thrive as a person, bringing new
energy to the ac�vism I devoted my life in.
Right now, I am expanding Maitri’s Transi-
�onal Home that shelters ba�ered women
and their children, and helps in their overall
development and sustenance. We help in
everything right from acquiring legal paper-
work to driver’s license, impar�ng voca�onal
training, forming goal-se�ng to holis�c
growth and assimila�on in the American soci-
ety.

I aspire to contribute in policy-making both
in the US and the Asian subcon�nent in order
to fine-tune the immigra�on process and in-
fluence the socio-poli�cal issues related to it.

Sonya Pelia is one of the prominent faces of Maitri.  She talks about the organization’s organic
growth along with her personal growth in an exclusive interview to Somanjana C Bhattacharya

“ “I’ve been honored to be the
recipient of the Good 
Neighbor Award for 

Outstanding Community
Service by the Dr. Martin

Luther King Jr. Association of
Santa Clara County in 1996

and also received the 
Citizenship Award for 

Community Service by Cisco
Systems in 1999 & 2000.

HELPING HAND: Sonya Pelia
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TOP OF THEIR GAME
Ved  Chhabra and Geeta Chhabra are curious life, work and people. 
Sharmila Mohan is curious to know the inside story about the power couple whom we all like to love
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POWER COUPLE : Ved & Geeta Chhabra

Ved is greatly 
appreciative of 
the perennial 
support of his 
multi-talented 

wife, Geeta.  
Geeta Chhabra was
born and raised in

the holy city of 
Amritsar; she was a

19 year old 
undergraduate when

she married Ved.  
As the wife of a 
Chief Engineer, 
she sailed the 

high seas with her 
husband, a rather 

unusual beginning to 
staid married life. 
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It is hardly a surprise that Geeta and Ved are
the couple chosen to represent the High
Achievers of Indian origin in Dubai. When I first
met Ved Chhabra at the GIBM awareness
lunch held in July, I was struck by his immense
charm and his imposing presence. When I met
Geeta Chhabra a fortnight later, I was struck by
her charisma and eloquence. Together, Mr. and
Mrs. Chhabra are a warm, welcoming and very
impressive couple. Both achievers in their own
right and yet very complementary to each
other. 

Ved Chhabra’s life story is typical of the
�mes when India’s par��on occurred in 1947.
Born during the period of undivided India and
having to move out of the home and estate
from Pakistan to India as refugees, speaks of
the hard �mes the family had to undergo to
simply survive.   The years unfold the saga of a
growing young lad at the age of 12 without a
father, without any resources, struggling to
find his iden�ty in the midst of new challeng-
ing surroundings.  To make a new life, speaks
of the grit, determina�on and God’s hand to
make him a man and carve out his own des-
�ny, as it now stands.

For the young cadet with DMET (most
renowned Marine Engineering Training Ins�-
tute in India), life began as a sea-going engi-
neer. He rose to the level of a sailing chief
engineer, followed by his desire to come
ashore and start his own business that surged
in the late 1960's.  This was Ved Chhabra.  No
capital, no banking facili�es except the knowl-
edge gained through working experience was
the hallmark of the start of the business in an
industry known for huge expenditure – it
seems, the myth was single handedly broken
by Ved Chhabra.

The interes�ng beginning was made when
he got the opportunity handle some repairs of
a mechanical nature on an old Greek ship
(known as Liberty Ships, which are history
now).  Three to four days of work intelligently
carried out from the knowledge of the intri-
cate subject resulted in an earning that was al-
most equal to a month’s salary previously
earned during employment. Since then, there
was no looking back.

In 8 to 10 years, the company formed by
Ved Chhabra under the name of Bombay Ma-
rine Engineering Works Pvt. Ltd.  earned its
reputa�on far and wide.  Ships of all flags and
sizes  were successfully handled for repairs:
notable amongst them, the QE II, the most
well-known passenger ship in the world, now
parked at Dubai awai�ng a new life – perhaps
that in a mari�me museum. Apart from the
ship repairs ac�vi�es, the company also ven-
tured into ship building to meet the emerging
demand of small ocean-going vessels below
1000 dwt capacity.  These ships were typical of
the �mes when the requirement was very
large, and originated from Middle East be-
cause of new oil wealth and the lack of deep
water port facili�es. It subsequently became
known that the ships built by Bombay Marine
Engineering Works Pvt. Ltd. and exported to
Qatar have the dis�nc�on of first-�me ships

built in India and exported.  In recogni�on, Ved
Chhabra was made Chairman of the Engineer-
ing Export Promo�on Council (Ship Building Di-
vision).

In early 1990's, providence took Ved
Chhabra to Dubai to start the business of ship
repairs with his son, Viresh Chhabra, who had
just graduated in mechanical engineering from
Boston University, USA.  The expansion plan
from India had a very encouraging beginning.
The company started under the name of Inter
Ocean Ship Repairs L.L.C. grew in strength with
other group companies in Fujairah and Ras Al
Khaimah.  “Opportunity knocks at those who
are willing to take it”, says Ved.  The first job
carried out is remembered by him very fondly
as the funds generated proved enough to sus-
tain for a few days more �ll the next job came
his way.  There was no looking back here ei-
ther, and in a short period Inter Ocean Ship Re-
pairs L.L.C. met with success.  

In 2006, the company went through a diffi-
cult period a�er having incurred huge losses
due to diverse circumstances. Ved Chhabra de-
cided to come and devote all his �me in Dubai
to meet the obliga�ons of the company. Today,
he proudly says that the willingness to meet

these obliga�ons has been a blessing in dis-
guise.  He states, “I feel energe�c and young to
be associated with the work here and s�ll very
much want to con�nue doing what I know
best. Every cloud has a silver lining”. He
proudly displays the Life�me Achievement
Award of 2007 for contribu�on to the Mar-
i�me Industry along with Business Leader
Award 2010 and then cheerfully remarks, “I

hope, I wish, a bigger Life�me Achievement
Award has yet to come my way which will have
a different bearing on my contribu�on towards
the society which I will leave behind.”

MOVING ON
Se�ng up an enterprise in a foreign land was
surprisingly easier than running one on home
soil. Ved is full of praise and admira�on for the
help and coopera�on that he received from
the general administra�ve system of U.A.E.
Ved has this to say about the working atmos-
phere exis�ng in the UAE,  "Here, labour laws
are strict both for the employer and the em-
ployee. The presence of mul�-na�onal organi-
za�ons has created the right atmosphere. The
availability of state-of-the-art technology and
equipment has created a very produc�ve and
conducive work environment.  All this is possi-
ble because of the keen vision of the ruling au-
thori�es.”

STARRY EYED
Ved is greatly apprecia�ve of the perennial
support of his mul�-talented wife, Geeta.
Geeta Chhabra was born and raised in the holy
city of Amritsar; she was a 19-year-old under-

graduate when she married Ved.  As the wife
of a Chief Engineer, she sailed the high seas
with her husband, a rather unusual beginning
for a married life. 

Geeta loved sailing. In her own words, “It
was adventurous. It was very exci�ng being
the Chief Engineer's wife. In those days, the
cargo ships would dock for at least five to ten
days at a �me in almost all the ports. During

Ved Chhabra receiving Business Leader Award
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that �me, whether in Amsterdam or Florida, I
would visit and revisit museums, art galleries
and libraries. I was always interested in history,
be it Bri�sh history or Bri�sh Indian history. I
preferred it to literature." 

Geeta was fascinated by the art and sculp-
ture that she came across on her travels. Very
soon, she developed into an avid and discern-
ing collector. While her collec�on began with
crystal, Geeta soon evolved into a serious col-
lector of varied art forms.  Ved quietly adds,
"We are lucky to have one of the finest collec-
�ons of art both in Dubai and Mumbai".  That
statement is not to be taken lightly. In the
enormous room in which we are si�ng, we are
surrounded by beau�ful pain�ngs and ar�facts
that cover en�re walls and spaces. Befi�ng
proof of the couple’s collec�ng acumen.

WORDS AND MUSIC
Art collecting has not been Geeta's only oc-
cupation. Her interests are wide-ranging.
She is a successful poet/author and has just
had a book containing 40 of her poems pub-
lished. Her stunningly illustrated coffee
table book An Indian Ode To The Emirates
has her English poems translated into Arabic
by the famous Emirati Poet Dr. Shihab
Ghanem. Hardly a few months have passed
since the publication of her first book, and
Geeta already has a second book with the
publishers and enough poems in reserve for
a few more volumes.

An Indian Ode To The Emirates that has
been brought out by Motivate Publishing
celebrates the spirit of 40 years of UAE’s
union. Geeta says, "The urge to write poetry
came to me in the 1990s. I write madly. The
words just seem to flow. I see a sunset... I
write. I look out of the window... I write. I
feel something... I write. I just need to ex-
press what and how I feel and that is a very
important side of me. But it's not as if I
wanted to write poetry, or, for that matter,
write anything!"

All this came to a head in 1995. Geeta
had written a few poems and decided to
read them out to Ved. He listened to her
with patience and said that they sounded
good and she could think about publishing
them. However, it was her chance meeting
with the Indian Poet Laureate Nissim Ezekiel
that really made a strong impact on Geeta. 

SOMEONE TO WATCH OVER ME
At that time, Nissim Ezekiel was heading the
P.E.N. Center. (Poets, Essayists and Novel-
ists) in Mumbai and editing their magazine.
As Geeta recollects, "He read my poems
with deep interest. A few days later, he
called and asked if he could publish one of
them in the magazine.  Although the poem
did not finally get published for whatever
reason, I ended up going to him regularly. I
would spend four-five hours at a stretch
with the great bard. He would read my
poems and we would discuss them together.
Gradually, I had composed a vast number of

poems, more than a 100 poems.  But, I was
like a closet… I was in the closet... I was ex-
tremely reluctant, very hesitant to admit
that I was writing poems. It was Nissim
Ezekiel who gave me a lot of faith and confi-
dence." 

During her years with Ezekiel, Geeta re-
alised that writing well does not necessarily
end up with a published book, although
Ezekiel did tell her that he felt her poetry
should be included in the school and college
textbooks of the time.  “Such remarks com-
ing from a person like Nissim Ezekiel were
priceless for me and I owe a lot to him.
What he really taught me was the art of ed-
iting. I was also quick to grasp with the re-
sult that Nissim Ezekiel made me fly... he
made me independent."

FINAL COUNTDOWN
When Geeta had the opportunity to meet
Ian Fairservice (Managing Partner & Group
Editor of Motivate Publishing) in Dubai, it
was Ian Fairservice’s idea to bring out the
book of 40 poems commemorating 40 years
of UAE’s Union that set things in motion. By
now, Geeta’s daughter Vibha Bakshi’s profes-
sional team had the pictorial creations for
the book already in place.  Geeta’s second
book is also expected to be launched by Mo-
tivate Publishing very soon. This book will
contain both poetry and prose written by
her and it will be supported by photographs. 

It comes as no surprise to learn that
Geeta is also a dedicated blogger. Her pur-
posefully designed interactive website
www.geetachhabra.com has recently re-
ceived the Poets Printery International Best
Poetry Website Award for Creativity and
New Age Poetry.  For a blog that is just two
years old, this is a remarkable achievement.
Again, for this accomplishment Geeta has a
word of appreciation for Vibha who, in her
own right, is a fine documentary producer.  

ON YOUR SHORE
When asked about her experiences in Dubai,
Geeta attributes her ability to adapt to most
environments, new places.  “For that I owe
gratitude to my mother, the way she raised
me,” she says.  Geeta goes on to explain that
she first came here because Dubai was

where her husband's business is and as a
wife it just seemed the most natural thing to
do. However, after she arrived, Geeta fell in
love with the place. She was deeply moved
by the different cultures: the call to prayer,
the sight of mosques, and her first experi-
ence of a sandstorm. Her ample apartment
on Sheikh Zayed Road has a great deal to
offer to her mind to be set in motion, for
rhyme and verse. Geeta says she has im-
mense respect and admiration for the Late
Sheikh Zayed Al Nahyan and the Late Sheikh
Rashid Al Maktoum and for the present
Rulers of U.A.E. Though she initially used to
come to UAE as a visitor, Geeta now spends
the greater part of the year in Dubai and the
remaining in Mumbai. 

PERFECT BONDING 
For a couple who have accomplished so
much, Ved and Geeta Chhabra are totally in
sync with one another. Geeta attributes all
her achievements to a superior cosmic
power and the unflinching support of her
husband whom she describes as a "stalwart
in many ways and someone who conducts
all his business efficiently without making
any sound about it. You would never know
that he is in the room really working be-
cause his manner is easy and relaxed. He is
someone full of courage, affection and intel-
ligent hard work." 

Ved is very proud of his beautiful and tal-
ented wife. He happily tells us of another
hidden talent of hers - singing. He proudly
recalls the time when Geeta shared the
stage with the well-known singer Anup
Jalota.  He reveals that she had also released
a few albums in the earlier years. Geeta in-
terjects at this juncture, saying "I love taking
singing lessons in Dubai because I love
singing Bulleh Shah, Kabir and Faiz. How-
ever, being a wife and a mother, performing
at concerts was not an option for me - it was
not practical. I have no regrets because writ-
ing makes up a great deal in terms of both
joy and personal fulfillment".

DREAM A LITTLE DREAM
As we end our afternoon, which has long
stretched into evening, we reflect on the
phenomenal achievements of this unassum-
ing and graceful couple. Their advice to
those dreaming of making it big? “Don't hes-
itate! Half the battle is won if you shake off
the chains,” Ved states with a realistic opti-
mism. “Hard work is the key factor. Believe
in your dreams. Intelligence is salient, but
there is no short cut to hard work," says
Geeta.  She is looking forward to her forth-
coming book: NO JOURNEY ENDS.

Ved feels Geeta's poetry is rubbing off
onto him. He wants to improve his Urdu so
that he may recite some Urdu poetry… No
retirement for Ved and he says, “To do
what?”  Geeta smiles and remarked, “Life it-
self is a journey. No journey ends. So let’s go
with the flow.”

Ved is very proud of 
his beautiful and 

talented wife. He happily
tells us of another hidden

talent of hers - singing. 
He proudly recalls the
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TIME IS MONEY

MDL Holdings seeks innova�ve ways of deal-
ing with capacity problems in the port of
Durban. Malcolm Chetty, the company’s
CEO, is at the centre of all the action

Part of a new generation of post-apartheid
entrepreneurs, Malcolm Chetty (35), CEO of
MDL Holdings, exudes a passion for his business,
for doing things correctly and efficiently and
for getting it right. In the highly competitive
world of transport, warehousing, materials
handling, container handling and freighting,
Malcolm has developed significant business
interests in just over 10 years, recently
branching into the construction industry as
well. 

Durban is the busiest port in Africa and
Malcolm’s quest is to contribute to making it
the most efficient and cost-effective as well.
At present, the port ba�les to handle the capacity
required, the result being that on any given
day between 20 and 30 ships may be seen
anchored on Durban’s coastline waiting for a
berth in the harbor. A�er the global recession,
international shipping lines cut down the
number of vessels being sent to South Africa
but increased the carrying capacity of vessels,
leading to more congestion in the port. As a
result of time delays and increased costs
associated with docking, container handling
and transportation to customers, many ships

stop in Mozambique where trans-shipping
takes place, also increasing costs to end
users. 

Dealing with port congestion through
more privatization is MDL’s proposed way of
ensuring efficiency and more cost-effective
service delivery to importers. Malcolm is sure
that better use needs to be made of existing
rail networks and the creation of private hubs
from which containers can be distributed to
customers. In the absence of innovative ways
of dealing with the problem, Malcolm believes
that both Durban and the economy generally
will suffer. At present, truck drivers some-
times wait in their gridlocked trucks for up to

18 hours to get their loads which Malcolm
says is both inefficient and inhumane as there
are no facilities for these people.  

Malcolm’s passion for trucking began
when he left Clairwood High School in 1995
and joined his dad Donovan in Dontrans
where he learnt all aspects of the business. In
2003, he formed Maldon Logistics, his own
business and later diversified into warehousing,
distribution, materials handling and container
handling. In 2008, he became the first person
of Indian origin to containerize exports of
chrome and manganese which he trucked
from Postmansberg and Rustenburg to
Prospecton for storage. Here the product was
weighed, packed into containers and then
transported to the port for export. The opportunity
arose because there was insufficient capacity
to move the product by rail, given the limited
number of rail sidings and alloca�ons available.

Having engaged the Department of Trade
and Industry and the Planning Commission,
Malcolm is commi�ed to improving the logis�cs
services available to both importers and exporters.
With 250 employees currently under his
wing, Malcolm believes that 2500 new jobs
will be created if his proposal for a private
hub in Rossburgh is accepted. 

Married to Michelle with three children,
Alyssa (16), Callen (14) and Tyrelle (6),
Malcolm is also a committed family
man.

Malcolm Chetty

They looked beyond the obvious, sought new challenges, overcame obstacles and eventually 
triumphed in life. Dr. Dasarath Chetty visits the stories of four South African Indians who have

made a difference
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DRIVE IN HIS SOUL 

Industrialist Ashok Sewnarain is a man with
a passion for supercars and compassion for
children

When Ashok Sewnarain (51) sets his mind
on something, he does it. At 22, having just
married Sharona, his childhood sweetheart,
Ashok le� the rela�ve safety of his dad’s estate
agency to start his own finance broking business
by securing bank funding for property developers
and others who needed finance. He hasn’t
looked back since then. Today, he owns a
hotel chain, a property por�olio, Interna�onal
Bank Vaults and a Supercar Club. 

Ashok does not regret leaving the University
of Durban –Westville after just nine months
because, in 1979, he was impatient to make
his mark in business.  Not always was it an
easy ride though. Businesses began in a 2m
sq. office in Randalls Road, Sydenham and
were it not for Sharona’s legal secretary’s
salary, Ashok by his own admission may not
have left the starting block. 

By the time he touched 29, however,
Ashok was a successful property developer
and investor. In 1994, he opened his first 20-room
Bayside Lodge in Fisher Street, Durban.
Within ten years, 11 hotels were added to the
Bayside Hotel Group portfolio. Probably his
best known hotel today is the Pavilion Hotel
on the Durban beachfront which Ashok, with
a discerning eye and business acumen, was
able to secure at an auction.

Given the shortage of vaults for clients to
store valuables, Ashok decided to start
International Bank Vaults a few years ago. IBV
operates South Africa’s first state-of-the-art
safe deposit vault, providing an exclusive
value-added service to clients of the major
private banks in South Africa. Located in
Gateway, Umhlanga and Nelson Mandela
Square, Sandton IBV aims to create joint
venture partnerships for establishing private
bank vault facilities in major cities globally.
Addressing the ubiquitous South African
concern of personal asset security means

that Ashok is also poised to open a branch in
Cape Town as well, completing a national
footprint. One of his dreams is to build the
world’s largest private vault facility that will
earn its place in the Guinness Book of World
Records. 

A passion for supercars made Ashok start a
Supercar Club. The Club provides elite supercar
owners exclusive benefits surrounding a business
and lifestyle network. Prac�cal benefits include
finance, insurance, accessories and tyres,
roadside assistance, motor valua�ons, execu�ve
car hire, transfers, resorts and spas, supercar
lifestyle magazine and global trade. 

It is not only business and car thrills that
occupy Ashok’s �me. He is also deeply concerned
about the welfare of children. He organizes
the annual IBV Children’s Day where over
1000 underprivileged children are treated to
good food, entertainment, fun and games. He
also shares his business expertise with Child
Welfare South Africa in his capacity as patron.
This commitment to community work is
rooted in his religious values as is evident
from his Chairpersonship of the Umhlanga
Hindu Society. Truly, here is a man with passion
and compassion. 

TEACH WHAT YOU KNOW

Paul Naidoo has inculcated the strong desire
in many young South Africans to become
entrepreneurs and leaders

Through education and training, Paul
Naidoo has instilled in many young South
Africans the ambi�on to become entrepreneurs
and leaders. Born in October 1959, Naidoo
discovered his passion for training at a very
early age. His father Mac Naidoo was one of
the first black prosecutors of South Africa,
and he instilled his sense of perseverance and
ambition in his son. 

In 1996, Paul started a training centre
after seeing the dire need for trained and
competent artisans in Durban. He had
worked for Group 5, Murray and Roberts and
Kentz Engineering and understood the lack of
capacity prevalent in the construc�on industry.
Hence, he decided to concentrate on 
producing skilled workers. 

Over the past decade, Paul has success-
fully developed his training centre – KZN
school of Welding and Training Centre, ac-
credited by the merSETA – into an institute of
excellence offering courses in areas ranging
from technical skills like welding, engineering
and construction to soft skills such as health
and safety, first aid, computer skills, as well
as HIV and AIDS awareness training. He is de-
termined in his efforts to provide educational
training of the highest quality but at the low-
est possible price, allowing the ordinary man
in the street to develop the skills required to
gain employment. Naidoo has set the bar
when it comes to innovative ways of provid-

ing job placements for his learners. From
2002 till now, he has placed more than 2000
learners in jobs to gain workplace experi-
ence. He constantly networks with business
leaders to procure the necessary workplace
experience and employment needed by his
learners.  

Apart from technical and soft skills train-
ing, Naidoo implements a mentorship and
guidance program in which students are
taught the imperatives of starting their own
businesses and becoming fully self-sufficient.
He has also won numerous important con-
tracts over the years, the most significant
being declared sole training provider to in-
struct employees from WBHO, Group 5, PAN-
DEV and all sub-contractors of the new
Moses Mabhida stadium. The institute was
also recently recognized by the merSETA as
one of the top training contributors and sup-
porters of the National Skills Development
Strategy.  

Paul has also provided free training to
Glencoe Correctional Services to aid in the
rehabilitation of offenders, a project he has
also implemented at the Westville prison in
Durban. He has sponsored training to the
value of over R5 million over the past few
years to learners from the Department of
Labour, Umbumbulu Youth club, eThekwini
Municipality, Durban Children’s Society and
AsSalaam FET College. He is also proud of his
projects in Nkandla, Eshowe and Mandeni.

Paul Naidoo believes that the way to in-
dustrial and commercial development is
through a skilled workforce and training ef-
forts are needed most in the rural areas
where he is committed to working. With wife
Joanne, a director of the company and chil-
dren Ricardo (29), Jodash (23), and
Bianca(22) all in the business, the Centre is a
typical family operation pointing  to the fam-
ily values that characterize the  Indian com-
munity and that often form the basis of
business success. 

*This article is based substantially on the
article published by the Durban Chamber of
Commerce.

Ashok Sewnarain

Paul Naidoo



NRI Abdul Razak
Osman is first Muslim
Lord Mayor of UK
town
Indian origin Councillor is
the first Lord Mayor of Is-
lamic faith in the mul�
cultural town of
Leicester which has a large
minority of Indian people.
He was sworn in on May
17th of this year. He was
born in Kenya and came to
UK in 1971. He has
worked with several char-
ity organisa�ons and was
instrumental in fundrais-
ing to build two villages
and a school in Kutch, Gu-
jarat for orphaned chil-
dren, following an
earthquake in 2011.
Osman, previously held
the office of High Bailiff
and Deputy Lord Mayor.
He joined the city council
in 1996, taking over from
Councillor Rob Wann.

Indian American 
entrepreneur selected
among 18 
Presidential 
Innovation Fellows
The only Indian American
entrepreneur in the list of
18 'Presiden�al Innova�on
Fellows' who were selected
from 700 applicants to
work on five 'high-impact'
projects in the US capital.
Mehta would work on "The
20 per cent Ini�a�ve" pro-
gramme. A member of TiE
Silicon Valley, Mehta is
founder & CEO of PlaySpan,
which was acquired by Visa
in March 2011. Before
founding PlaySpan, he was
part of the founding team
at MobileAria Inc based in
Mountain View and co-
founder/CEO of OmniLabs
Inc, based in Singapore and
India. He has more than 18
years of experience in
founding, building and
funding technology compa-
nies in the US and interna-
�onal markets . He was
named Entrepreneur of the
Year in 2010 from Ernst &
Young for Northern Califor-
nia.

Indian-American 
Kamala Harris to 
address Democratic
convention
The Indian American Califor-
nia A�orney General  has
been selected as one of the
key speakers to address the
Democra�c Na�onal Con-
ven�on where the party
would formally nominate US
President Barack Obama as
its presiden�al candidate.
She is the first women to be
the a�orney general of Cali-
fornia, and is a rising poli�-
cal star, and is nominated
along with another eminent
Indian American woman
from California - Shefali Raz-
dan Duggal - to the pres�-
gious 2012 Conven�on
Standing Commi�ees. She is
named among the 12
'Power Women' to watch
out for in 2013 by Forbes
magazine.

ABDUL RAZAK OSMAN

KARL MEHTA 

KAMALA HARRIS Sanjay Reddy named
director of New York
university s centre
Indian-origin academician
has been named as the
director of centre of
trans-regional study of
New York's leading uni-
versity, The New School.
The centre focuses on re-
search on the rela�ons
between India, China and
the US. He has been an
associate professor of
economics and along with
Mark Frazier, professor of
poli�cs been named aca-
demic director of the
New School's India China
Ins�tute (ICI). He has
taught at Columbia,
Princeton and Harvard,
from which he earned his
PhD in economics. He has
also consulted for devel-
opment agencies and in-
s�tu�ons like Oxfam,
UNICEF and the World
Bank.

India-born Suma
Chakrabarti to head
European 
development bank
Indian Bri�sh Na�onal Suma
Chakrabar� succeeded Ger-
many's Thomas Mirow as
the President of the Euro-
pean Bank for Reconstruc-
�on and Development
(EBRD) which has been sup-
por�ng economic transi�on
in former Eastern Bloc coun-
tries and Soviet republics for
the last two decades. He pre-
vailed over four other candi-
dates, including Mr. Mirow,
who sought a second four-
year term. With his elec�on,
a Bri�sh na�onal is at the top
of the  London based East
European bank for the first
�me.  Born in 1969 in Jal-
paiguri, West Bengal, Mr.
Chakrabar� has been serving
as a permanent secretary in
the U.K. Ministry of Jus�ce
since November, 2007. 
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Ishita Sharma takes a sneak
peek into the NRIs’ 

engagement in various fields

NEWSBIN
N R IMAURITIUS HOSTING REGIONAL 

PRAVASI BHARTIYA DIVAS

The Ministry of Overseas Indian
affairs will hold a regional Pravasi
Bharatiya Divas, an event which
provides a platform for Indians
overseas, in Port Louis, Mauritius
between October 26 and 28 this
year. "The annual Pravasi    
Bharatiya Divas for 2013 is being
held in Kochi in January 2013, but
before that we are having a 
regional PBD in Mauritius where
we hope that a large number of
overseas Indians from the region

will participate. Besides the 
Indian High Commission in 
Mauritius, Indian missions in the
region including those in different
African countries are also 
pitching in to make the event a
success," Minister for Overseas
Indian affairs Vayalar Ravi said.
Business and cultural affairs will
be among the key topics at the
PBD in Mauritius whose broad
theme is shared roots, 
common destiny.
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FOUR INDIAN-ORIGIN DOCTORS AMONG
UK'S TOP 50

Four Indian-origin doctors 
figure in the list of 50 most 
influen�al family physicians in
Britain, according to an 
authorita�ve publica�on on
the medical profession.

The 'Pulse' list was compiled
by a panel of 50 leading general
prac��oners and includes doc-
tors who are considered by
peers as the most influen�al on
the profession, the Na�onal
Health Service (NHS) and gov-
ernment policy. 

Leicester-based Kamlesh
Khun�, who gained medical
qualifica�ons from the Univer-
sity of Dundee in 1984, is a 
diabetes care expert. Chaand

Nagpaul, who graduated from
the University of London in
1985, is based in Harrow.
Kailash Chand graduated from
Punjabi (RPT Punjabi) Univer-
sity, Pa�ala, in 1974, and is
based in Lancashire, while 
Krishna Kasaraneni gained his
medical degree from the 
University of Leicester in 2005. 

Khun�, 50, who is also pro-
fessor of diabetes and cardio-
vascular medicine at the
University of Leicester, has been
at the forefront of a number of
na�onal diabetes programs and
policies. The ‘Pulse’ magazine
included them in the list of Top
50 General Prac��oners.

Bank of Baroda opens its 33rd
ATM in UAE and sixth in Sharjah
on 2nd October, 2012 that coin-
cides with the birth anniversary
of Mahatma Gandhi, the father of
the nation.

Dr Rashid Al Leem, Director
General, Sharjah Department of
Seaports and Customs and Shar-
jah Free Zones Authority inaugu-
rated the ATM.

Speaking at the inauguration
ceremony, Dr Leem lauded the
key role played by Bank of Baroda
in promoting Indo-UAE trade rela-
tionship. He also complimented
the bank for getting pronounced

as the ‘Best Bank in India in 2012’
and its emergence as an Interna-
tional Financial Conglomerate by
pursuing a global vision sup-
ported by consistent strategic ex-
pansive and inclusive growth
policy.

K V Rama Moorthy, Chief Exec-
utive of the bank said on this oc-
casion that the bank is strongly
committed to bring banking serv-
ices closer to its valued cus-
tomers. The bank has a good
customer base at the Saif Zone
area and with installation of this
ATM, the aspirations of these cus-
tomers will now be taken care of.
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A Sikh-American community organiza-
tion has raised over $250,000 to fund
scholarships for needy students striving
to acquire higher professional education
in Punjab and neighboring Indian states.

The funds were raised at an event in
Vienna, Virginia, a Washington suburb in
support of Sikh Human Development
Foundation (SHDF)'s mission to provide
need-based scholarships for higher pro-
fessional education in India. Noted tele-
vision talk show host and producer
Gurmeet Sodhi served as the emcee.

Welcoming the audience, Foundation
chairman Amar Jit Singh Sodhi said in
the last 12 years SHDF had awarded
nearly 2,400 scholarships at a cost of
nearly a million dollars. About 800 of
these scholars have graduated and are
working as professionals in some 31 dis-
ciplines.

Applauding SHDF at the gala, chief

guest and philanthropist Harshivinderjit
Singh Bains, an ophthalmologist from
Austin, Texas said, "We as contributors
to SHDF can extend a strong helping
hand that not only pulls that individual
out of poverty but potentially a couple
of generations before and certainly
those that follow."

A highlight of the evening was a move
by a dozen girls, all around the age of
ten, which contributed to the outpouring
of compassionate giving by the guests.

Seeing their parents and grandpar-
ents selling tickets for the gala event,
these girls formed a group called Young
Khalsa Girls (YKG) and raised $17,500 -
enough to give 35 scholarships.

Before the program began, guests ob-
served a moment of silence in remem-
brance of the victims and those affected
by the recent shooting in a Wisconsin
gurudwara.

Ahead of its Vibrant 
Gujarat investment 
summit in January next
year, a high-powered 
delega�on is holding a 
series of road shows in the
US to woo American in-
vestors into Gujarat.

Led by Ravi Saxena, Gu-
jarat's Addi�onal 
Secretary for Science and
Technology, the delega�on
comprising of officials and
businessmen, held its first
road show in Palo Alto,
California over the week-
end and is now headed to
Los Angeles, San Francisco,
and Sea�le. In his address
to the business commu-
nity in Pao Alto at an event 
organized by the US India
Business Council (USIBC)
and Confedera�on of 
Indian Industry (CII), 
Saxena said that trans-
parency, accountability
and promo�on of busi-
nesses have been the main
factors behind Gujarat's
success.

In his presenta�on, 
Saxena pointed out 
Gujarat's strengths in
terms of reliable energy
and infrastructure sys-

tems, the entrepreneurial
spirit of its people, its
strategic loca�on providing
access to India from its
western coast, and a 
growing young and 
dynamic popula�on as
some of the main reasons
why businesses in 
California should look to
invest in Gujarat.

He par�cularly pointed
to the strength of the 
Gujara� diaspora in the
United States, which 
provides a natural bridge
connec�ng both countries.
Major priority sectors for
Gujarat over the next 5-10
years  include educa�on,
healthcare and nutri�on,
he added.

Raj Nathan, CMO,
Sybase said that in terms
of investments, Gujarat not
just par�cipates but domi-
nates, as seen in the fact
that 22 percent of India's
exports come from Gujarat
which has just nine percent
of the country's workforce.

Other members of the
delega�on include R J
Shah, CEO, Dahej SEZ;
Nayan Parikh, CEO, Nayan
Parikh and Consultants;
Deval Parikh, Managing 
Director, Epiphania; Jaimin
Shah, Founder Director
Adev Informa�on 
Technology Private 
Limited; and Nirav Shah,
managing director, Jaiatma 
Infoma�cs Private Limited.

Dubai-based Indian Arun Mehra has taken
the message to heart. He has just started
work on a billion-dollar ornate replica of
the Taj Mahal, three times bigger than the
wonder of the world at Agra.

Mehra, 53-year-old chairman of UAE
based Link Global Group, is a romantic at
heart.  He wants to dedicate this new
monument to 'love in the world.’ The Taj
Arabia, as it is being called, is at the heart
of a mega purpose-built tourist city called
'Falconcity of Wonders' that will have a di-

rect link with the Dubai airport. The city
will also have pyramids, Great Wall of
China, Hanging Gardens of Babylon, Eiffel
Tower and the Leaning Tower of Pisa. It
will be part of an area called 'Land of
India' and will house a 300-key five-star
hotel, a 3,000-seater banquet hall and
apartments. This place would be a one-
stop shop for weddings, with a gold souk
and a wedding boutique with clothes
from India, Pakistan and other parts of
the globe.

SIKH-AMERICAN BODY RAISES $250,000 
FOR EDUCATION IN PUNJAB

GUJARAT DELEGATION HOLDS ROAD
SHOW IN CALIFORNIA TO WOO US 

INVESTORS

DUBAI IS READY TO WELCOME A TAJ MAHAL REPLICA
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Launch of NGI Knowledge Exchange
Asia Pacific in Singapore

Glasses clinked and conversa�on flowed as 
locals, expatriates and global Indians celebrated
the pres�gious launch of Asia Pacific edi�on of
New Global Indian Knowledge Exchange 
magazine on Sept 10.

Publisher, Mohan Mulani, CEO, Cosmo
Media and Communica�ons Pte. Ltd. said, 
“Living abroad, it is natural for us to look for
connec�vity and bonding with our origin. NGI
Knowledge Exchange highlights our ethnic
concerns but is also global in approach. Today,
I’d like to present an idea that came about a�er
mee�ng Ujjwal K Chowdhury, Founding and
Managing Editor of NGI Knowledge Exchange. It
was an idea that grew into this publishing
enterprise once I found that we shared a
common vision.”

Ujjwal K Chowdhury, be�er known as UKC,
is the former Dean of Whistling Woods, Indian
filmmaker Subhash Ghai’s film academy and
former Dean, Symbiosis, Pune. Sharing his
vision, he added, “While NGI Knowledge
Exchange brings out the aspira�ons,
achievement and issues facing global Indians, it
is not community-specific; we will include
ar�cles that act as a bridge between the
Diaspora and the other ASEAN communi�es.”

UKC also gave a presenta�on on the 
NGI event, the high-profile GIBM (Global Indian
Business Meet) held in New York from Sept 20-
23 a few days a�er the Singapore launch.

Guests, including members of the press
fraternity as well as top businessmen and
professionals mingled and enjoyed the
appe�zing range of snacks and refreshments 
at Harry’s.
(The event was organized by Buzz 
Communica�ons). 

It was an evening of bonhomie and revelry at Harry’s @ Boat Quay, Singapore’s famous 
pub on the riverfront. Kamla Rupani brings all the fun as NGI dons a new hat
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Ujjwal K Chowdhury addresses the gathering

Mohan Mulani enjoying with guests

Mohan Mulani in action

Where’s the party tonight?

On a serious note, Kamla Rupani 

with Ujjwal K Chowdhury
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Quality 
H e a l t h c a r e

Ajman Fujairah Sharjah Dubai

www.gmchospital.com

“Healing through  knowledge and wisdom”

FOLLOW US ON www.facebook.com/gmchospital             www.youtube.com/thumbaytv

DEPARTMENTS
Accident and Emergency l Anesthesiology l Cardiology l Clinical Laboratory l Clinical Nutrition 

Dermatology & Venereology l Dental Surgery l ENT l Family Medicine l General Surgery l Internal Medicine 
Neuropsychiatry l Neuro Surgery l  Ophthalmology l Orthopedic Surgery  l Pediatrics & Neonatology 

Pharmacy l Physiotherapy  l Plastic Surgery l Radiology l Urology l Venrology 
Traditional - Complementary & Alternative Medicine l Cupping Therapy

OBSTETRICS & GYNECOLOGY - MOST ECONOMICAL DELIVERY PACKAGES IN THE REGION 
24X7 services available: Emergency, ICU - CCU, Labour & Delivery, laboratory diagnosis, 

Pharmacy, Diagnostic imaging & services, Pediatric services, Doctor on call facility.

Proposed - Opening Soon

Affiliated to : Gulf Medical University, Ajman

P.O. Box: 4184, Ajman, UAE    Tel.: +9716 7463333      Fax: +9716 7464444     Email: gmchrc@emirates.net.ae
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Solar power used in conjunction with existing power plants and the proposed river linking 
network can lead to an energy revolution that can double India’s energy production, 

writes Navaratna Rajaram

THE S       LAR PROMISE

In India, electricity
from solar has 

become cheaper
than that from

diesel generators.
Generators could
soon be on their

way out.
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Background
A quarter of the people in India lack access
to electricity (Interna�onal Energy Agency's
2011 World Energy Outlook report). Even
those who are connected to the na�onal grid
experience frequent blackouts. To cope,
many homes and factories install diesel
generators. But this is possible only for those
who can afford it like residents of luxury
apartments; but for those who lack the
resources, there is li�le hope. Solar power
offers a way out of the crisis.

Un�l recently, solar power had a reputa�on
of being expensive, but not anymore. In
India, electricity from solar has become
cheaper than that from diesel generators.
Generators could soon be on their way out.
In India, the cost of electricity from solar
supplied to the grid has fallen to just Rs 8.78
per kilowa�-hour compared to Rs 17 for
diesel. The cost of solar power is s�ll declining.
Hence, inefficiency of solar cells will be a
moot point very soon. 

Figures from market analysts Bloomberg
New Energy Finance (BNEF) show that the
price of solar panels fell by almost 50 per
cent in 2011. They are now just a quarter of
what they were in 2008. If present trends
con�nue, solar power may soon be a viable
alterna�ve to electricity grids, especially in
remote rural areas. In fact, the Rajasthan
Government has just announced solar power
has reached parity with grid power in the
state. 

Learning from history
Fi�y years ago, it was widely believed that
India would never be able to feed its people.
In fact in 1961, the country was on the brink
of mass famine. Seeking dras�c improve-
ments in India’s agricultural produc�on, the
Government, jointly with the Ford Founda�on,
started a pilot project in Punjab to demonstrate
that higher yields were possible using special
varie�es of wheat and with be�er agricul-
tural prac�ces. 

The experiment was soon extended to rice
by adap�ng IR8— a variety of semi-dwarf rice
developed by the Interna�onal Rice Research
Ins�tute in Philippines. By 1968, Indian
agronomist S.K. De Da�a had shown that by
combining the IR8 seeds with the proper use of
fer�lizers and appropriate irriga�on methods,
it was possible to more than double the yield
per acre. From a near famine situa�on in
1961, India by 2006 had become one of the
world’s largest rice exporters shipping 4.5

million tons in that year alone. This is now
hailed as the Green Revolu�on.

In energy production, India stands today
where it stood with regard to food grain
production in 1961. Most ci�es face scheduled
and unscheduled power outages while in
rural areas, one would be lucky to receive
even a few hours of electricity a day. Luxury
apartments invariably include diesel power
generators to deal with power outages. They
burn diesel inefficiently and foul the
atmosphere. As demand for electricity
increases, more fossil fuels like coal and oil
get burnt, pu�ng a strain on India’s limited
coal supplies and adding to the oil import
bill.

The situa�on demands an energy
revolu�on on the scale of the Green
Revolu�on and the later White Revolu�on
that created abundant milk supplies. Thanks
to solar, this is now within reach. Advances
in solar power technology and ready
availability of inexpensive solar cells make it
possible to think in terms of doubling the
genera�ng capacity of many exis�ng power
plants, especially hydroelectric plants. 

Harves�ng solar power
While India is poor in fossil fuels, it is extremely
rich in solar, much more so than any other
country of comparable size including the U.S.
and even China. The problem is not lack of
supply – for the Sun delivers many �mes
more energy than we need or we can use –
but its conversion into usable electricity.
Scientists have calculated that 5000 trillion
kilowatt hour energy is available over
India’s land area, with most parts receiving
from four to seven kWh per square meter
per day.

There are two sides to this: any solar
plant requires an area that receives
sunlight; as a corollary, any area that
receives sunlight but is not being used for
solar power generation is wasting solar
energy. Worse, this unused energy is
hea�ng living areas that need cooling by
energy-consuming equipment like coolers
and air condi�oners. Solar plants not only
generate precious energy, they also reduce
the need for cooling by ac�ng as heat ab-
sorbers.

A solar power plant installed in conjunc�on
with a hydro power plant can significantly
add to its genera�ng capacity as well save
the precious water stored in its reservoir.
This is because every hydroelectric plant has

a large reservoir for storing the water that is
needed to drive its turbines. The reservoir
covers hundreds and even thousands of acres
of land that receives abundant sunshine. This
sunlight can be tapped to supplement the
genera�ng capacity of the power plant. Solar
panels mounted on the reservoir would
convert sunlight into electricity and feed
into the same power grid as the hydro
generators. 

This means the generators would not be
running and therefore not drawing any water
from the reservoir when sunlight is adequate
for solar panels to feed the grid. Thus the
water stored in the reservoir would last
much longer. This calls for the installa�on of
solar panels, possibly floa�ng, on the surface
of the reservoir. These would not only feed
the grid and make the stored water last
longer, but also reduce evapora�on by ac�ng
as a shield. Karnataka with its abundant
hydroelectric resources is especially
well-suited to reap the benefits of solar.

Solar power technology has advanced to
the point that it is viable on a commercial
scale. A solar plant can be installed any-
where the Sun shines: on land or on water.
Any vacant area on which the Sun shines
that is not being used for solar power
genera�on should be seen as wasted space.
This has given rise to the concept of harvest-
ing solar energy by turning agriculturally
unproduc�ve land into ‘solar farms’. The
prac�ce is becoming par�cularly popular in
the Western United States where the land is
poor but sunlight is abundant (though not as
abundant as in India). 

The U.S. experience suggests that the
value added to otherwise unproductive
land by solar plants can be one of the
major incentives for land owners to turn to
‘solar farming’.  The U.S. has vast tracts of
desert and semi-desert land in states like
Texas, California, Nevada, Arizona and others.
Some landowners even in less arid areas like
Ohio are beginning to switch from agriculture
to solar farms. They are attracted by the
prospect of a continuous income from a
one-time capital investment with li�le or no
annual expenditure. A solar farm installa�on
company in California notes:

“Solar farming is the process of turning
unused or underused land into an electricity
production farm. Solar farming allows
individuals with vacant or otherwise unusable
land to make a very good return on investment.
Imagine making 12% or more guaranteed
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return for 30 years with no out of pocket
money and cash flow posi�ve from day one.”
U�li�es (power companies) typically sign a 10
to 20 year power purchase contracts with solar
farm operators. PG&E, the company which
supplies power to part of California, buys
power from solar farm operators at $0.15 to
$0.18 per kWh. At these rates a five- acre
parcel can generate about $300,000 profit per
year.

The concept of ‘solar farms’ can be
extended beyond farms to buildings and water
bodies. Unlike in real estate development or
se�ng up a manufacturing plant, a solar plant
does not ‘consume’ the land: solar panels can
be installed at a considerable height from the
ground and do not interfere with ground level
ac�vi�es. For example, there is no technical
reason why solar panels cannot be installed
over a shopping mall which can con�nue to
func�on as a shopping mall. The idea is: land
that cannot grow food can grow solar energy. 

River network and solar network
In a bold ini�a�ve, the Gujarat Chief Minister
Narendra Modi has built and dedicated to the
na�on, a solar power plant with an installed
capacity of 605MW in the solar park at
Charanka village in Patan district of Gujarat. Of
this total, 214MW of it is already opera�onal,
making it the world’s largest photovoltaic
plant. Spread over 3,000 acres in the dry,
remote region of the State, it is a pointer to
how agriculturally unproduc�ve land can be
made produc�ve by ‘harves�ng’ solar power.
The Karnataka Government has announced a
similar project in a village in the arid part of

Bijapur district. This could be extended to
other parts of the state and also to reservoirs.

In India, land is always at a premium although
there is no shortage of agriculturally unproduc�ve
land that can be turned into produc�ve solar
farms. To supplement land-based solar
farming, the Government in Gujarat has begun
a project to use sec�ons of the Narmada Canal
for solar plants. A mul�purpose pilot project
genera�ng one megawa� of electricity from
solar panels mounted above the Narmada
branch canal was recently dedicated to the
na�on by Chief Minister Modi. This approach
will spare valuable land that would otherwise
be needed if the solar power project were
land-based. In addi�on, panels, by ac�ng as
heat shield will save a huge quan�ty of water
in the canals from evapora�on.

This appears to be a unique innova�on that
has not been tried in the U.S. or anywhere
else. It has considerable poten�al and can be
used in irrigated and agriculturally produc�ve
areas where land cannot be spared for solar
farms. It has been suggested that the Karnataka
Government may similarly use irriga�on canals
in the Mysore and Mandya districts as well as
several reservoirs in the area for solar projects.
Such ‘overhead solar farms’, as we may well
call them, can generate solar power as well as
reduce water loss due to evapora�on. 

Viewing solar farming as a mul�purpose
program can be made na�onal in scope by
combining it with the river linking project that
has just been mandated by the Supreme
Court. This will mean the joint development of
a solar power grid to go with the na�onal river
grid. If undertaken, this could prove to be one

of the largest public works programs in history,
comparable in scale to the U.S. Interstate
Highway program under President Dwight
Eisenhower. The proposed solar-river linking
project would eventually yield benefits in flood
control, irriga�on, river transporta�on and
power genera�on. 

A public works program of river linking
with solar grid would generate employment at
all levels including tourism and sports made
possible by waterways, reservoirs and added
power capacity. The scien�fic, engineering and
management experience acquired in the
process would be of great value in future
projects.

Both the technology and the economic
factors already exist to wean the country
away from its excessive and ultimately infea-
sible dependence on fossil fuels. The science
behind solar power is not new and con-
stantly improving. What will be new is the
design and implementation of a multipur-
pose grid of linked rivers and solar plants.
This will call for political leadership and man-
agement talent of high order. India has no
choice but meet the challenge; otherwise the
future is bleak. Gujarat has  already shown
how it can be done, but it is only a 
beginning.

Dr. Navaratna Rajaram is a scientist and
engineer. Beginning his career as a power en-
gineer with Tata Power Company, he went on
to work for over 20 years in U.S. academia
and high technology industry including NASA.
He is now an independent researcher who is
consulted by industry and governments.

DEVELOPMENT  42

Unlike in real estate
development or setting

up a manufacturing
plant, a solar plant

does not ‘consume’ the
land: solar panels can

be installed at a 
considerable height

from the ground and
do not interfere with

ground level activities.
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Choice International (UK) is 
organising the Disability Equality
and Accessibility Conference. It will
bring together national and 
international resources to provide an
environment for innovation and 
creativity, to initiate positive change.

NGI (New Global Indian)  
is a proud partner helping 
to promote this initiative. 
Professor Ujjwal Chowdhury, the
founding member of NGI, is one of
the conference’s key speakers 

There are many changes taking
place in relation to disability 
equality in India and around the
world -- anti-discriminative 
legislations, ratification of the UN
Convention on the Rights of 
Disabled people (UNCRPD), CSR
initiatives, Disability Equality 
Practices and many more.  

Although India is making
progress towards addressing 
disability equality, over 50% of 
disabled people remain illiterate
compared to 35% of the general 
population. The deep inequalities
experienced by disabled people are
exacerbated when combined with
existing social divisions, such as 
gender and class.  

Therefore, there is still a need for
change in attitudes towards disabled
people and awareness of disability
equality and accessibility in India. 

So join us at this conference and
make a lasting difference!

This conference will be the place
to share your experiences relating to
disability equality, hear about 
successful Corporate Social 
Responsibility (CSR) initiatives, and
to learn from the experiences of 
others. The conference will provide
you with the opportunity to:
• Network with businesses 
representatives and experts from
across the globe
• Understand the real scenario of
disability in India
• Review the recent policies and 
decisions of the government on 
disability
• Participate in discussions that 
address issues concerning social 
justice for disabled people
• Hear from the most eminent speak-
ers from a broad range of 
backgrounds
• Enhance your skills in tackling 
disability related issues within your
organisation to increase 
performance and productivity.
• Aligning CSR initiatives with 
business goals to create awareness
• Exploring cutting-edge disability
and CSR related issues that matter
to your organisation

To find out more please visit:
www.choice-international.com/
conference or contact us at: 
Choice International
manoj@choice-international.com
info@newglobalindian.com
Tel: +44 (0) 7940967723

International Conference on 
Disability Equality and Accessibility
2012 Bangalore, India on 
21st December 2012
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So what’s the buzz about sustainability?
Raking this subject is a �ghtrope walk for
me. While some self-righteous green-

washers are going to consider me a non-en�ty
if I don’t touch upon it, in architectural circles,
we view any keynote speaker eager to expound
on ‘sustainability’ with some skep�cism, and
not without reason. ‘Damned if I do. Damned
if I don’t’!  But belonging to a profession which
creates spaces an average urbanite encounters
and spends, on any given day, nearly 70 percent
of his/her waking hours in, it would be sheer
escapism if I evaded the subject which is
rightly accused of a lot of energy guzzling.

A fac�on of the architectural prac�ces
brand themselves around this fad, which has
been doing the rounds for some �me now
under the banner of green clean technologies.
While most view it as an effec�ve publicity
stunt, some do in fact mean serious business.
One such ini�a�ve which has been making

waves in India is ‘earth architecture’.
While we are recovering from the recently

held earth summit and the not-so-distant-failure
of Copenhagen, it is no poor �ming to reflect
on the percep�on of mud architecture in a
country coping with housing demands. Industrial
growth is strained to a fault to meet the rising
housing demand to produce steel and concrete,
with carbon emissions from construction
industry alone amoun�ng to nearly 47 percent.
Exploring technologies like mud in building
construc�on is an interes�ng possibility pursued
vigorously by some in the country. Yet there
are problems that come in the way of exploi�ng
the poten�als of mud. Are these problems for
real or are they perceived?

Epochs have been marked, civiliza�ons
have been made, mankind’s advancement has
been iden�fied by the crea�ons that have
resulted from this oldest known construc�on
material – mud, used to shelter, for�fy and

express a community’s cultural ethos, the use
of this material has been widespread and
innova�ve explora�ons of mud as a poten�al
construc�on material have been brewing for
over 9000 years now. Be it the Great Wall of
China, regarded as mankind’s most remarkable
effort, spanning across 8851 km or the city of
Shibham, the  oldest known skyscraper city
which stands a mighty 100� (5-11 stories), these
structures have stood the test of �me to tell sto-
ries rammed in lumps of mud. This is not to as-
sume an ac�vist’s tone to promise
‘the-future-is-in-mud’ slogans. But it is certainly
worth examining what is maiming the percep-
�on of trea�ng mud as a poten�al building ma-
terial, where condi�ons permit.

R Ramalakshmi dwells on earth architecture that 
is making waves in India

Exploring technologies like
mud in building construction

is an interesting possibility
pursued vigorously by some

in the country.

Ashish Shanthi Residence, Bengaluru
Architect : Chitra Vishwanath
Photo : Lavanya Goradia
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We as a society are plagued by a degree of
‘class consciousnesses.’ As a natural
consequence of this, the choices we make for
want of not just a par�cular lifestyle, but also
announcement of such a lifestyle, become key
determinants, permea�ng right up to the
op�ons we avail of when selec�ng the
construc�on material for a house, o�en regarded
as a status symbol. For very long, this snobbery
has led us to envisage only images of a poor
man’s debris when we come across the term
‘mud housing’ and more o�en than not, relate
this material to abject poverty, deeming its
appeal ‘rural’. Unfortunately, this no�on seems
to cut across all classes, not sparing even the
bureaucracy that sponsors housing schemes.
And since the ‘poor’ always aspire to be like
the ‘rich’, also sought a�er ‘pucca’ 

construc�on (read concrete, steel).
Be it concrete or mud, visual language is

largely a ques�on of design and it’s �me to
quit associa�ng idioms such as ‘rural’ and
‘vernacular’ with a material. It is also a design
process that generates a certain language and
contemporary appeal can equally be achieved
with mud, if explored. Suhasini of Auroville
echoes, “The challenge is can we create
soil-block technology that is contemporary and
not only “vernacular”?  The reality is that the
poor naturally want what the middle class
wants.”

As the ‘Age of Faith’ has given way to the
‘Age of Reason’, we have developed a
tendency to equate goodness with anything
that is a result of tedious technological processing.
This has, at least in part, diluted our faith in

mud architecture - a prac�ce which so far has
been largely intui�ve. We have to, in all
fairness, overcome our prejudices against mud
as a building material and be more open
minded about the various techniques that
make its construc�on and sustenance possible.
True, like every other material, mud too has its
limita�ons - the most daun�ng of these being
its suscep�bility to water and termites and its
stability. But the experts have found a way
around this and have iden�fied stabilizing the
soil, providing a high plinth, good overhangs
and a waterproof coa�ng for the paranoid as
solu�ons to overcome these issues. It is
therefore important for us to take these
solu�ons into cognizance and believe that
earth architecture is workable wherever the
soil is suitable.

However, the biggest cause of concern is in
fact the estrangement of academic findings
from the masses. It is becoming amply clear
that important looking numbers, figures and
sta�s�cs are insufficient if research studies are
carried out in isola�on. While sporadic efforts
are being made (Earth ins�tute, Auroville;
ASTRA/CST, IISc, Bengaluru; Cos�ord, Trichur;
Development Alterna�ves Group, and Habitat
Technology Group to name a few  agencies) to
expose the allied communi�es of students,
masons, engineers and architects to possibili�es
in earth architecture in a scien�fic manner,
these efforts are yet to appeal to the masses in
a big way. For these efforts to reap benefits, it

is impera�ve to bridge the gap between the
two worlds and make access to such informa�on
less restric�ve. The educa�onal field has to
pilot this movement by revamping the system,
incorpora�ng such techniques in their curriculum
and tying up with NGOs and local laborers to
revive confidence in ramming skills and mud
construc�on. In addi�on, students should be
educated about local techniques of which they
are o�en ignorant and which at �mes they
view with contempt. This will bring back some

Sanjay Pratibha Residence, Bengaluru
Architect : Chitra Vishwanath
Photo : Lavanya Goradia

Sanjay Pratibha Residence, Bengaluru
Architect : Chitra Vishwanath
Photo : Lavanya Goradia
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view with contempt. This will bring back
some dignity in labor, result in awareness
among the educated class and eventually fos-
ter respect and acceptance for a material that
has been losing its importance over �me.

Apart from skep�cism regarding the
structural proper�es of mud, another reason
that keeps many architects from taking a
plunge into prac�cing earth architecture is the
lack of confidence in the remunera�on it might
fetch. Laurie Baker is one architect who
spearheaded the revival of mud architecture
in India, par�cularly in the South. He gave a
faceli� to this material and inspired many
architects to at least wonder about the
possibilities in mud. True, it had a low-cost
dimension to it, but disseminating such a
technology need not always be regarded as a
charitable act. Suhasini Iyer and Anupama
Kundu from Auroville, and Chitra Vishwanath
from Bengaluru are all leading architects, to
name a few, who are prac�cing mud architecture
and dissemina�ng the technology in a  successful
way.

Yet, in a bid to break free from the ‘conserva�ve’

shackles of the past, our post colonial minds
are urgently trying to find a place in the modernist
milieu. We are so smi�en by concepts such as
‘originality’, ‘placelessness’ and ‘universal appeal’
that we fail to see the damage our monomaniacal
minds are doing to the natural se�ng in trying
to make clones of New York and Shanghai. Let
us not forget that more than 65 million of
about 118 million houses in India are made of
mud.

Despite being gung ho about going easy on
the environment, ‘reducing carbon footprint’
and looking at ‘clean technologies’, ‘green-
washers’ lack the drive to go beyond all talk.
Green ra�ngs need to increase their credibility
by assessing the relevance of a particular
material in a given context. These ‘green
waves’ can increase their impact only if they
go beyond these fashion cycles of being
seasonal, media-savvy aficionados of ‘green
architecture/ lifestyle’.

In a mud shell, thus, one does not have to
conjure an image of a shack with mossy walls
and termites giving the wall a velcro hug.
While it may not be an all-encompassing
solution for  problems ranging from building
with a �ght budget  to building in difficult soil
condi�ons (like black co�on soil for instance),
it can s�ll stand the  rain and storm, provided
it is technically sound.

As long as there are deft hands and
knowledgeable heads handling the execu�on
of any mud construc�on, there will be no

snags. For this, we have to remove our blinkers
and realize the significance of mud in the
material world. The possibili�es are immense
– cob, adobe, wa�le and daub, rammed earth
and stabilized mud blocks to name a few. It is
indeed the perception of mud architecture
that is straight-jacke�ng the progress and
widespread acceptance of such a benign material.
If the earth is indeed what we want to sustain,
there is no be�er place to start from than
’home’. The lyrical tans, rich browns, rustic

terracotta reds, lovely ochres or quiet beiges
depending on where your soil comes from, can
resonate in the songs of your earth!

(The author is currently a Research  Assistant
with Centre for Environmental Planning and
Technology (CEPT), Ahmedabad. She has
acquired a Masters in Architecture from the
same ins�tute. She has trained under a few
organiza�ons and undergone workshops
dealing with stabilized mud block technologies).

We have to remove our blinkers
and realize the significance of

mud in the material world. The
possibilities are immense.

Sanjay Pratibha Residence, Bengaluru
Architect : Chitra Vishwanath
Photo : Pooja Joshi
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BHUBANESWAR
The capital city of modern Odisha witnessed some epoch 
making events of the history. It is here the Great Kalinga War,
that changed the course of history, was fought in 261 B.C. It was
from here Buddhism was exported to far off countries in 
South-East Asia. Close to the hallowed site of the famous
Kalinga War which turned the river Daya red with the blood of
the dead soldiers and which finally converted Emperor Ashoka
into an apostle of peace. In the succeeding centuries, king a�er
king vied with one another in building temples. Bhubaneswar
had a thousand temples at one �me of which many are s�ll 
intact and provide a complete record of the Kalinga style of 
architecture from incep�on to maturity. Of these the 
magnificent temple of Lord Lingaraj, Raja Rani Temple, 
Mukteswar Temple, etc are worth seeing. The other a�rac�ons
of the city are Odisha State Museum, Tribal Research Museum,
Ekamra Kanan, Regional Science Center, Pathani Samanta 
Planetarium, Museum of Natural History, NICCO Park etc

DON’T MISS THE SURROUNDINGS
• NANDANKANAN (20 KMS) - A Biological Park
with Lion Safari, White Tiger Safari, etc.
• HIRAPUR(13KMS) – Hypaethral temple of 
sixty-four Yoginis
• PIPILI(20KMS) – The home of appliqué work 
• ATRI (42KMS) – Hot Spring and Bathing 
Complex.
APPROACH
AIRWAYS- Bhubaneswar is connected by air with
flights to Delhi, Kolkata, Raipur, Hyderabad,
Chennai and Mumbai.
RAILWAYS- A major railhead on the East Coast
Railway, it has fast and superfast train connec-
tion to Kolkata, Guwahati , Delhi, Chennai, Hyder-
abad, Mumbai, Ahmedabad and other major
cities and towns of the country.
ROADWAYS –Being the state capital, on NH No.5,
it is connected by all weather motorable roads
within the state and sister states.
ACCOMMODATION
Panthanivas 
Hotel Mayfair Lagoon 
Hotel Swosti Plaza
Hotel New Marrion
Hotel Presidency 
There are also a number of other hotels and
lodging houses available.

PURI
The small coastal city of Puri is known all over the world as the seat of
Lord Jagannath literally meaning the Lord of the Universe. Situated at
a distance of 60kms from the states capital, Puri is considered to be
one of the most sacred places for the Hindus, because of the shrine of
Lord Jagannath. The magnificent 192� high, 12th century A.D.temple
of Jagannath is one of the finest specimen of Odishan architecture.
The temple and the dei�es enshrined are revered by millions of 
pilgrims coming to seek the Lord’s blessings. Besides the historic 
Jagannath temple (Shirmandir), the wide spread, beau�ful, sandy sea
beach, sacred tanks like Narendra, decorated art of dei�es, tradi�onal
dance and music, cultural fes�val, the hamlets of tradi�onal ar�sts
and variety of handicra�s are few veritable feasts to the eyes of
tourists. Puri offers a rare opportunity t the tourists to witness the
colourful sunrise and sunset on the same beach where they can bath
and laze for hours on the golden sands. One can also see and enjoy
tradi�onal fishermen in hundreds, plying their catamarans or sail
boats and drawing into their nets a rich catch of prawn and other salt
water fishes on this long and wide beach for extending for miles.

DON’T MISS THE SURROUNDINGS
• BALIGHAI (8KMS) - Sea Beach and Sea turtle
Research Centre.
• BALIHARCHANDI (27KMS) - Shrine of
Harachandi on the desolate sand dunes and a
nice picnic spot.
• BELESWAR (15KMS) – Shrine of Lord Shiva on
the sea beach.
• RAGHURAJPUR (14KMS) – Artisan village and
centre for unique “Gotipua” dance.
• SATAPADA (50KMS) – A scenic spot on Chilika,
ideal for bird watching and viewing Irrawady
Dolphins.
APPROACH
AIRWAYS – Bhubaneswar is the nearest 60kms

from Puri. 
RAILWAYS – A terminus on the East Coast Rail-
way having fast and superfast train links with
New Delhi, Kolkata, Baidynath, Ahmedabad, Tiru-
pati, etc.
ROADWAYS – 60 kms by road from
Bhubaneswar. One can also approach by road via
Konark through the Marine Drive covering about
100 kms.
ACCOMMODATION
Panthanivas O.T.D.C
Puri Hotel
Hotel Holiday Resort
Hotel Vijay International 
May Fair Beach Resorts
Puri Beach Resorts

BHUBANESWAR

PURI

ODISHA – Scenic, Serene, Sublime
NGI brings to you a list of MUST VISIT locations on your trip to Odisha



KONARK
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DON’T MISS THE SURROUNDINGS
• RAMACHANDI (8kms) – Temple of Goddess
Ramchandi on the confluence of river Kushab-
hadra with the sea.
• KAPILESWAR (10kms) – Saiva shrine on deso-
late sand dunes.
• KURUM (8kms) – Excavated Buddhist site.
• KAKATAPUR (25kms) – Shrine of Goddess
Mangala on the bank of river Prachi.
APPROACH
AIRWAYS - – Bhubaneswar is the nearest 65kms
from Konark
RAIL & ROADWAYS – The nearest railheads are
Bhubaneswar (65 kms) and Puri (35 kms) .
Konark is connected by good weather motorable
roads. Public and Tourist Bus services and taxis
are available.
ACCOMMODATION
Yatrinivas 
Panthanivas O.T.D.C. 
Hotel Sunrise
There are also a number of other hotels and
lodging houses available.

ATTRACTIONS
• NALABANA: An asylum for long-range migrants
in winter.
• BIRDS ISLAND: A heaven for resident and mi-
gratory birds.
• KALIJAI: Abode of the island Goddess “Kalijai”.
• BRAHMAPURA: A scenic spot in between the
sea and the lake. An ideal site for an endemic
species of small deer called “Baliharina” or the
“Sand Deer”.
• PARIKUD & MALUD: Colorful islands within the
lake.
APPROACH
AIRWAYS- Bhubaneswar is the nearest Airport,
105 kms from Barkul, the entry point to the lake.
RAILWAYS- The Kolkata-Chennai rail route of the
east Coast Railway touches the Chilika lake at
Balugaon. The nearest Railway station for Barkul
is Balugaon.
ROADWAYS- The Chennai bound N.H. No.5 link-
ing Kolkata-Cuttack-Bhubaneswar-Balugaon-
Barkul-Berhampur and Visakhapatnam runs
along the lake. Buses and Taxis are always avail-
able.
ACCOMMODATION   
Panthanivas , Rambha  O.T.D.C
Panthanivas, Barkul O.T.D.C
Narayani lodge
There are also a number of other hotels and
lodging houses available.

KONARK 
Designated as a chariot of the Sun God with 12 giant
wheels, each of 10� high fixed on either side, whirled
by seven horses; the Sun temple is the transla�on of Rig
Vedic allegory in stone. The tradi�onal representa�on of
the Sun god visualizes the deity standing in Time’s
winged chariot urging on his team of seven horses,
which “He blazes His way through Heaven”. The depic-
�ons of the Sun God standing and with his chariot,
speak of the high degree of exper�se of Odia cra�smen.
The gracefully carved figure of the dance in various mu-
dras (pose) and the accompanying musicians with their
instruments create a fantasy of vision and a melody of
rhythm even today. Every year from December 1st – 5th
the Konark fes�val is organized by the Department of
Tourism of Odisha. Classical dance performances with
the Sun temple at the backdrop create an illusion that
the images, carved in the temple become alive to per-
form on the open air stage.

CHILIKA 
The largest brackish water lagoon with estuarine character sprawls along the eastern
sea coast over an area of 110 sqkms covering parts of three districts of Odisha. Any
visit to the state remains inconclusive without a visit to Chilika which in itself has re-
mained a favorite des�na�on. Broadly divided into four natural sectors based on salin-
ity and depth, Chilika a�racts visitors to its numerous islands, prominent among which
are Nalabana, Kalijai, Somolo, Honeymoon, Breakfast, Rajahansa Island etc. Because of
its rich bio-diversity and socio-economic importance, Chilika has been iden�fied as a
Ramsar site. Chilika is one of the best sites for eco-tourists. The vast congrega�ons of
migratory avifauna that flock there in every winter are over 160 species in peak sea-
son.  Birds from as far as the Caspian sea, lake Baikal, Aral sea and other parts of Runia,
Kirghiz steppes of Mongolia, Central and South East Asia, Ladakh and the Himalayas
come here. The endless unexplored stretch of empty beach across the sand bar sepa-
ra�ng the lagoon from the sea, the millions of migratory birds during the winter, the Ir-
rawady dolphins are some of unique features of this beau�ful lagoon, chilika, an
emerald in the east. The deep red sun rays of the morning on the blue water of Chilika
presents a beau�ful synergy of colors which can only be experienced visually but never
be explained by words.

CHILIKA
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DON’T MISS THE SURROUNDINGS
• PANCHALINGESWAR (85kms) – A scenic place
on the lap of Nilagiri Hills with a perennial stream
flowing over five Lingams.
• DEOKUND (65kms) – An enchanting place with
a series of the waterfalls and a shakti shrine set
against the outer periphery of 
Similipal.
APPROACH
AIRWAYS: Nearest Airports are in Bhubaneswar
(270 kms) and Kolkata (240 kms)
RAILWAYS – Nearest railheads are Balasore
served by major trains.
ROADWAYS – Baripada, the district head quar-
ters of Mayurbhanj on N.H. No. 5is 270 kms from
Kolkata and 60 kms from Balasore and 22 kms
from Pithabata, which is an entry point.
ACCOMMODATION
Aranyanivas at Lulung
Panthasala at Bangiriposi
Forest Bungalows are also available.

DON’T MISS THE SURROUNDINGS
• RATNAGIRI,LALITGIRI,UDAYAGIRI (60kms)-
Langudi Buddhist Complex
• CHANDIPUR (16kms) –The unique beach
where the sea vanishes twice a day.
APPROACH
Bhitarkanika can only be approached through
water ways. Most convenient entry points being 
CHANDBALI – 190 kms from Bhubaneswar and
50 kms from Bhadrak.
RAJNAGAR – 130 kms from Bhubaneswar and
30 kms from Kendrapara.
GUPTI – 25 kms from Rajnagar.
ACCOMODATION
Aranyanivas
Forest Lodge - At- Dangmal, Ekakula, Gupti and
Habalikhati.

SIMILIPAL
Dense forest, rugged hilly terrain majes�cally roaming
wild animals, elephants and unfathomable magne�c
power of a�rac�on make Similipal , the visitor’s para-
dise. Similipal mesmerizes the visitors by the roar of the
�ger, swaying gait of the elephant, chirping of various
tropical birds, shining of tender foliage of luxuriously
grown Sal and other tropical frost tress and rustling of
perennial streams. The handsome peaks of
Khairiburu(1178 metres), Meghasani (1158 meters) and
others welcome like smiling recep�onists from the
emerald heights. Sweet scented Champak flowers
freshen the air and the richly hued orchids on the green
foliage are smoothing to the eyes. Many rivers originate
from the hills and meander through the forest like veins
and arteries in the body. An epitome of fascina�ng
beau�es, Similipal beckons you for a sojourn of its mind
bobbling interiors. It will fill your lungs with cool and
clean air, your nose with fresh and free fragrance, your
eyes with soothing sights, your ears with sonorous
sounds and your heart with a hypno�c throb. 

BHITARKANIKA
Pris�ne isolated beaches, exo�c birds, tens of thousands of giant turtles, fearsome
crocodiles, narrow creeks that meander past deltaic islands, wildlife and not a soul
around, that is what Bhitarkanika is. Situated at a distance of 130 kms from
Bhubaneswar, on the eastern coast of India, Bhitarkanika no�fied as a sanctuary in
1975 and declared as Na�onal Park in 1998. The site presents a unique environmental
and ecological wonder. Few des�na�ons in the world have so much to offer at one
point. For the admirers of nature, Bhitarkanika remains as a treasure house. Widely ac-
claimed for its biodiversity, Bhitarkanika stands as one of the few swamps having a
compact Mangrove eco-system in India, next only to Sundarban in West Bengal. The
places of interest in Bhitarkanika are Bagagahana, Saribana and Gahiramatha. Bagaga-
hana and Saribana are the most enchan�ng spots from the visitor’s point of view and a
paradise for the ornithologists, watching over 170 species of residen�al and migratory
birds and wild animals in there natural habitat and listening to the music of the migra-
tory birds while cruising through the creeks can be a thrilling experience. Gahiramatha
beach of Bhitarkanika harbours the largest known rookery of Olive Ridley sea turtle in
the world. One can never forget the sight of thousands of Olive Ridley turtle, each
weighing 50-60 kgs coming out of the sea in the moonlight from their chambers to lay
eggs. A trip to Bhitarkanika is in itself a complete package.

SIMILIPAL

BHITARKANIKA
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Flute Therapy Adds A

Healing Touch

Mritunjay Kumar reports on the third edition of Raasrang World Flute Festival that 
mesmerized Delhi with a breathtaking display of wind instruments

Vocal therapy, which adds to the sound of our
breath — exhaling and inhaling —.is gaining
popularity by leaps and bounds. Using
instruments such as flute, veena, shankh, bells
and mridangam, the    musician prefers to
work in the open — with the sound of water,
birds, wind — to help calm both mind and
body. The principles of ancient Indian medical
science and classical music  guide the nuances
of flute therapy. The      humble flute, which in
the Hindu mythology was played by Lord Kr-
ishna, is    powering a new healing therapy,
Bansiyoga, to beat lifestyle stress. Bansiyoga,
created by the S.Vyasa Yoga University, uses a
combina�on of tradi�onal yoga, breathing ex-
ercises and flute melody. Krishna Prerna Foun-
da�on celebrated the third edi�on of
Raasrang World Flute     Fes�val from 9th–
11th August, 2012, at the Lotus Temple in
New Delhi. The three-day    fes�val ended
with jubila�on and magical sound of ar�stes
and flau�sts from India and abroad to show-
case their talent to the world in the two di-
mensions of raas and rang (Art and Music).
Jointly organized by the ministry of   cultural
affairs and Krishna Prerana             Founda�on,

the fes�val was an a�empt to showcase the
relevance of Indian culture and heritage in
contemporary context. 

Set amidst the theme of love, peace, water,
musicians from all over the world played wind
instruments, emphasizing the significance of
amalgama�ng scin�lla�ng sound with
spirituality. Grammy nominee Nawang
Khechog performed at the fes�val. He stood
on stage, his eyes closed in devo�on, his
fingers moving on the holes of his flute. In the
silence that enveloped the gathering, his
rendi�on gave the audience a sense of
freshness and mys�cism. 

As part of the opening ceremony,
Khechog's performance was the much-
awaited highpoint of the evening. He said.
"People abroad o�en say that my composi-
�ons remind them of the Himalayas. My un-
derstanding of this par�cular therapy is that
you u�lize the flute as an instrument to build
spiritual values, compassion and love for all
species. We use the energy and power of the
flute to explore your soul and calm you down.
The soul-s�rring sound of flute comes out of a
deep spiritual existence. The vibra�ons work

to bring in  harmony by taking you to posi�ve
direc�on and keep you at peace. It has the
power to heal and relax. It is the instrument
which is played from inside, has a deep con-
nec�on with your heart as you play with your
breath which comes within you.” 

Nowadays playing flute has become an
experimental concept or flute therapy, which
aims to provide therapeu�c treatment to
pa�ents. It is like a doctor's flute, which can
be used to help pa�ents de-stress, as well as
have a calming and soothing effect on them.
For    instance, play the flute to cardiac pa-
�ents. During the recent flute fest, in associa-
�on with the CII, Krishna Prerna Founda�on
has launched flute therapy for CEOs, industri-
alists and media.  The fes�val, organized
around  Janmashtami, saw acclaimed flau�sts
and wind instrumentalists like Rajat Prasanna
and Praveen Godhkindi of India,Shemyakina
Asya of Russia and Burcu Karadig a celebrated
Ney ar�ste from Istanbul as well as a few
ensembles, a group of folk ar�sts from
northeast India who demonstrated the sounds
of some rare wind instruments, which are on
the verge of ex�nc�on. 
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Eleven popular young musicians from
Mexico, Russia and India, who demonstrated
wood and metal instruments on music
composed by Suhail Yusuf Khan made the
audience sit up, tap their feet and clap to
pulsa�ng rhythms. 

Along with wonderful performances,
Raasrang also organized a workshop headed
by the faculty of S-VYASA University with
flu�sts --- Mind Sound Resonance --- a special
session using the powerful vibra�ons of A-U-
M-Kara chants accompanied by flute sounds
to relax deeply and rejuvenate the mind.
"Flute has risen from a mere instrument of
musical entertainment to a more powerful de-
vice of healing. It is this aspect of this age old
instrument that we aim to explore in this
fes�val," said Arun Buddhiraja, founder of
Krishna Prerna Founda�on. 

Commen�ng on the dynamics of
Bansiyoga, Budhiraja said, “It is Deep
Relaxa�on Technique (DRT) that combines the
principles of yoga with therapeu�c quali�es of
the flute to create a module to harness energy
and    develop focus. It helps to de-stress and
enhance produc�vity.” He said in some
postures, the prac��oner stands straight with
his hands alongside at right angles. The
prac��oner then moves his hand in a cyclic
manner to the music of the flute. The cyclic
mo�on fans from the hand to the fingers and
to the shoulders. The medita�on is followed
by chan�ng of the words Ukara, Akara,
Makara (u, aa, maa) – the essence of the word
Omkara – to create magne�c sound reso-
nance in the body. Buddhiraja added “It is a
physiological and psychological clean-up,” he
said. The    Bansiyoga courses are designed for

two groups – corporate execu�ves and the
common people. 

It's perhaps for the first �me that a music
fes�val is being planned, centered on a sole
musical instrument. But, organisers of the
Raasrang World Flute Fes�val feel that the
instrument, one of the oldest in the world,
must be given its due, especially in a country
where it is so intrinsically associated with
mythology, religion and culture. The fes�val,
which takes place in Delhi, Vrindavan, Kolkata
and Thiruvanthapuram, will talk about the
need to protect this instrument, he says.
Writer-researcher Devdu� Pa�anik felt
breathing is the connec�on between ma�er
and soul. “When breathing is rhythmic, there
is music,” Pa�anik said explaining the cosmic
power of the flute. It draws one to the centre
of existence.

Naveen Kumar Nawang Khechog

Naveen Kumar, Member of A R Rehman’s
ensemble, performed Maa Tujhe Salaam
and Jai Ho. On the last day of the event,
the audiences were tuned into Desert

Love, a performance by Rajasthan Roots, 
a six- member team led by Pt. Kusumakar
on several rare Indian wind instruments,

followed by Burcu Karadig celebrated 
Ney artiste from romantic Istanbul.

Jointly organized by the 
ministry of cultural affairs and Krishna

Prerana Foundation, the three-day fest was
an attempt to showcase the relevance of

Indian culture and heritage in contemporary
context. Eleven popular young musicians

from Mexico, Russia and India, 
who demonstrated wood and metal 
instruments on music composed by 

Suhail Yusuf Khan.
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TRIUMPHS BEYOND SPORT

Sportspeople around the world face the
threat of injury every �me they play. Most
recently, South African wicketkeeper Mark
Boucher had to re�re from cricket a�er a
bail lacerated his eye. Boucher has under-
gone five opera�ons in just two months
and his daily life has been badly affected,
but he is using his free �me to do charity
work, ge�ng deeply involved in saving rhi-
nos in his country.

What people do not expect from
sportsmen and women are illnesses. By
dint of playing sports, one is expected to
be more sure of what is going inside one’s
body. Many assume erroneously that
sportspeople can resist diseases in a far
be�er manner. Earlier this year, legions of
Indian cricket fans were shocked to learn
that all-rounder and Player of the 2011
World Cup, Yuvraj Singh, had a rare form of
cancer. Many wondered how a fit and
strong sportsman like Yuvi could contract
such a disease, but cancer differen�ates
between no one.

RESPECT FOR THE BODY
A�er a difficult ba�le, the 30-year-old
Singh recovered, beginning training only
three months a�er his last chemotherapy
session. In August, Singh was named in
India’s Twenty20 World Cup squad, a
massive achievement just seven months
a�er being diagnosed with the
life-threatening disease.

Speaking in Dubai in June, Singh hadn’t
been op�mis�c about his chances for the
World Cup squad, saying “it’s going to be
one hell of a job to come back.” Singh
spoke about the change in perspec�ve that
the disease had given him, adding that the
fight against cancer had made him much
stronger.

“You take your body for granted. When
you have a niggle or you have an issue, you
keep playing but I think I need to respect
my body more now,” said Singh. He then
added wis�ully, “I used to struggle to
breathe; I used to cough all the �me and I
could not have a good meal.” Being able to

eat proper food and breathing fresh air
seemed heaven-sent to Singh a�er he was
released from
hospital. The
disease also gave
him a renewed
respect and
affec�on for his family
and friends.

FIRE INSIDE THE MAN
Singh cited legendary cyclist Lance
Armstrong’s book It’s Not About The Bike
as an inspira�on. Armstrong had ba�led
tes�cular cancer at the age of 25. He was
diagnosed with stage three cancer which
had already spread to his brain, lungs and
abdomen. He required immediate surgery
and chemotherapy but doctors gave him
only 40% chance of surviving. Armstrong
not only survived but won five more Tour
de France �tles, becoming the first cyclist
ever to do so. However, doping charges
surfaced shortly a�er he re�red, and in
August 2012 Armstrong’s �tles were
taken away.

Yuvraj had begun reading
Armstrong’s book a few years ago but
couldn’t finish it. While ba�ling cancer,
however, Singh found the book again,
hoping it would inspire him to deal with his
own illness. “Lance was definitely
inspiring... his cancer was much worse than
mine. The way he showed the dedica�on,
the commitment to come back and play
sports... Rather than a spor�ng hero, he is
a real-life hero.” Singh’s advice to everyone
was “fight �ll you die, so keep figh�ng.”

DOWN BUT NOT OUT
Singh isn’t the only cricketer to take hope
from Lance Armstrong’s ba�le. Australian
wicketkeeper, Ma�hew Wade, was
diagnosed with cancer at the age of 16.
Wade had the same kind of cancer that
Armstrong had, but it was diagnosed much
sooner due to an injury that he had picked
up while playing Aussie Rules football with
his friends. Wade went to his local GP for

Many well-known sportspersons have been brought down by serious ailments at 
various stages of life. Ronita Mohan reports on their victories against odds
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what he thought would be a 10-minute visit,
but the mee�ng con�nued for another six
hours, at the end of which he was told he
would need surgery.

The reality of what was happening to him
only struck Wade when he met the nurse who
would be administering his chemotherapy. He
was informed that he would lose all his hair.
That was when he realized that he was in for a
struggle.

Now 24, Wade has o�en expressed his
delight at playing for Australia. Undergoing
chemotherapy was an extremely difficult
phase of his life and for months Wade had felt
like doing nothing at all, least of all playing
cricket. During that �me, his family, friends
and cricket club gave him a great deal of
support, helping him slowly back on to his

feet. Wade made his first class debut in
2007, only four years a�er being

diagnosed with cancer. His rise since
then has been steady and culminated

in his selec�on for the Australian
Twenty20 side in 2011. Wade has
represented Australia in all formats
in 2011-2012, and recently played a

series against Pakistan in the United Arab
Emirates.

BACK FROM THE DEAD
Not all illnesses are diagnosed at the right
�me, and not all of them appear with obvious
symptoms. In the recently concluded Olympic
Games, 19-year-old Bri�sh diver Chris Mears
recalled how undiagnosed glandular
fever almost cost him his life. At the
age of 16, Mears was compe�ng
in a Youth Championship in
Australia when high fever
caused his spleen to
rupture. He
consequently
lost more
than two
liters of
blood
and
was
in in-
tensive
care for a
week. Mears had
barely been moved into
regular care when he suffered
a seizure las�ng eight hours, a�er
which he slipped into a three-day
coma.

Mears’ parents had to travel
halfway across the world to be with
him, only to be informed that their
son had just five percent chance of
surviving an opera�on. The doctors
finally did operate, successfully
removing Mears’ ruptured spleen,

but the removal of the blood-filtering,
temperature-regula�ng organ le� the teenager
with low immunity, causing him to fall ill o�en.

Despite the difficul�es Mears faced, he
con�nued diving, a dangerous sport in itself,
becoming a regular member of the Bri�sh
diving squad and compe�ng in the
Commonwealth Games in Delhi in 2010 and
the World Cup in Britain in February, 2012. He
won two spots at the Olympic Games, for the
3m springboard synchronized event and the
individual 3m springboard, finishing fi�h and
ninth in the respec�ve finals. Though Mears
did not win any medal, he has inspired many
youngsters in Britain by his struggle, and is
being hailed as a hero by many sports
enthusiasts.

LIFE’S NEW TURN
One tends to assume that every sportsperson
is an epitome of health; many even attribute
sports personalities’ successes to an enriched
start in life or their ‘gifted’ bodies. But there
have been players who started off with a
disadvantage most would have used as an
excuse not to exert themselves. Australian
leg-spinner Beau Casson was born with a
congenital heart condition called Tetralogy of
Fallot, which results in low oxygenation of
blood.
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Lance Armstrong
was diagnosed

with stage three
cancer which had
already spread to

his brain, lungs
and abdomen.
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Casson was diagnosed with the condition
in his teens, but refused to let it deter him
from playing cricket. He appeared for
Western Australia and for New South Wales,
before playing a test for Australia against
West Indies. Casson performed well, taking
three wickets to help Australia win the series.

Unfortunately, Casson was never picked to
play for Australia after that one test, though
he continued to play for New South Wales
until 2010, when he collapsed during a
match. His first-class career slowed down,
finally coming to an end in November 2011
after his heart condition worsened, forcing
him to retire. He was informed that the heart
problem had got worse because of the added
stress he had put on himself to get back in to
the Australian team. Casson is now settling
into family life and works as an ambassador
for Heart Kids NSW where he raises
awareness about matters of the heart.

CROSSING THE RIVER
Another player to be brought down by stress
was former Pakistan great, Wasim Akram. A
fast-bowler who terrified batsmen with his
pace and accuracy, Akram learnt he had
diabetes when he was 30 years old and at the
peak of his career. There had been no

warning of the onset of the lifestyle disease,
or any    history of its occurrence in Akram’s
family. He too was informed by doctors that
stress had brought on diabetes, but Akram
continued to play for Pakistan, retiring in
2003 at the age of 37. Since his retirement,
Akram has enjoyed a successful career in the
media. He is also working as the Kolkata
Knight Riders’ Bowling coach and has become
an advocate for healthy living, dispensing

advice to potential cricketers about how to
eat and exercise well.

Modern life can seem unmanageable at
the best of times, but these players have
shown how even the most adverse situations
can be overcome. Despite misfortune striking
them in their youth, their prime or just at an
inconvenient time, these sportsmen have
strived for greatness and achieved it.

Chris Mears

Wasim Akram
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A five judge bench of the Supreme Court on 27 September 2012 in
its response to a Presidential reference under Article 143(1) of the
Constitution (Reference) clarified the position regarding the means
that can be adopted for allocation of natural resources.

The Reference was made in view of the Supreme Court's deci-
sion in the case of Centre for Public Interest Litigation and Ors. Vs.
Union of India and Ors. dated 2 February, 2012 (2G Case).  While
holding the Reference to be maintainable, the Supreme Court
clearly stated that its opinion may only clarify the ratio of the 2G
Case but would not in any manner affect the decision in that case
vis-a- vis the parties involved therein.

While dealing with the primary question as to 'whether con-
ducting auction is the only permissible way for allocation of natural
resources or not', the Court opined that auction despite being a
more preferable method of alienation/allotment of natural re-
sources, cannot be held to be the only and/or constitutionally
mandated route for allocating natural resources.  Reliance was
placed on the following:

� Auction cannot be declared to be the constitutional mandate
under Article 14 of the Constitution (equality before law or equal
protection of the laws) as such an approach may distort another
constitutional principle embodied in Article 39(b), which envisages
that the ownership and control of the material resources are to be
distributed in a manner which subserves the 'common good' in the
best possible way.  The 'common good' is required to be under-
stood and appreciated in a holistic manner, and that it cannot be
said that revenue maximization is the only best way in which pub-
lic/common good can be subserved.  Therefore, auction route need
not be followed in all facts and circumstances for disposal of natu-
ral resources and the method adopted should depend on the ob-
ject of the policy under consideration.

� Potential for abuse cannot be the basis for striking down a
method as ultra vires the Constitution.  The actual abuse though in
following any other method can be brought before the Court for
being tested on the anvil of constitutional provisions.

� The methodology pertaining to disposal of natural re-
sources is clearly an economic policy decision, and therefore the
means adopted is the prerogative of the executive.  Such policy
decision involves intricate economic choices and the Court is not
required to venture into formulating economic policies on behalf
of the executive and also cannot compare the fairness of the poli-
cies inter-se.

� When a policy decision is not backed by a social or welfare
purpose to subserve the common good and where precious and
scarce natural resources are alienated for purely facilitating profit
maximization of private entrepreneurs, the legality and constitu-
tionality of the methods adopted in such cases can be deter-
mined by the Court on the touch stone of constitutional
provisions.

TRILEGAL COMMENT
The clarity provided by the Supreme Court regarding the method
of allocation of natural resources is a welcome step.  It puts to
rest the various concerns raised in relation to policy decisions of
the government to allocate other natural resources based on
methods other than auction.  It has to be seen as to what ap-
proach the courts would adopt in future as the possibility of judi-
cial review cannot be ruled out when a policy decision suffers
with infirmities.  However, the Court has reaffirmed and reiter-
ated one of the principal pillars of the Indian democracy by
clearly indicating that policy formulation is the prerogative of the
executive.

DISPUTE RESOLUTION
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AUCTION NOT THE ONLY AND/OR CONSTITUTIONALLY MANDATED ROUTE FOR
ALLOCATING NATURAL RESOURCES
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 BOMBAY  

 INR R / USD $1= Rs52.97 

 INR R / GBP £1= Rs84.87 

 INR R / EUR    ��� Rs68.62 

 The SENSEX edged 0.2% higher on 
expectations of good Q2 earnings figures. 
Consolidation in the market has set in after 
last month's strong 8% gain. Further bold 
reforms are expected to be difficult to 
achieve. Latest inflation figures displease.  

Source: chart & following table: Bloomberg  

Close: Index PE 
2012/13 

5  Year PE  LONDON / NEW YORK  
15 Oct  2012   Level Pts Chg- 

Day 
% Chg   
YTD 

High Low Avg Most GDRs/ADRs we follow show double-
digit gains YTD. L&T is + 65%, Tata Motors 
+52%, ICICI Bank +49%. IT companies still 
show losses YTD. 

SENSEX 30 18,713 + 38 +20.8%  15.6x 25.0x 8.1x 18.4x  
NIFTY 50     5,577 + 11  +22.7% 14.6x N/A N/A 18.0x  
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ECONOMIC NEWS 

Wholesale Price Inflation, the main gauge of inflation, rose 
higher than expected to 7.81% in September from a year ago 
vs 7.55% in August. This is a 10-month high. Higher fuel prices 
were the main contributor and the recent diesel price hike will 
probably see inflation rise to around 8.5% by December. The 
annual reading for July was revised to 7.52% from 6.87% 
earlier. Inflation has been above 7% in each month since late 
2009 - far higher than the Central Bank's comfort level of 5%. 
This makes cutting interest rates, to lift economic growth, at 
the next RBI policy meeting on 30 October more complicated.  

The last interest rate cut was made in April - of 0.5% to 8% - 
and has been on hold over the last three policy meetings 
because of stubbornly high inflation, and a need for fiscal 
consolidation. Fighting inflationary pressures has been the 
RBI's priority vs stimulating economic growth. The slowing 
economy grew at "only" 5.5% (low by recent standards) in the 
April-June quarter of 2012, making it the slowest pace in three 
years. India's Finance Minister, Mr P. Chidambaram, has called 
on the RBI to take "calibrated risks" to support the sharply 
slowing economy as a reciprocal measure to support the 
Government's recent efforts to lift economic growth. Big bang 
reforms and a cut in fuel subsidy have been announced in the 
last month. However, the RBI has remained hawkish in its tone 
stating that more fiscal discipline is required before interest 
rates can be cut meaningfully. This exposes tensions between 
the country's policy makers. So will even a 0.25% token cut in 
interest rate take place on 30 October? A very close call, 
although a further cut in the cash reserve ratio (CRR) is 
expected from the current 4.75% to inject further liquidity in 
the system.  

The services sector grew at its fastest pace in 7 months in 
September as a rebound in new business orders encouraged 
firms to hire more staff. Employment hit a 15-month high. 
Recent economic data suggest that the worst may be over. But 
returning to a high growth trend of 8%+ will be a challenge. 
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India removed a cap on foreign investment in single-brand retail 
investment in January by allowing 100% foreign ownership. Since 
then Sweden's IKEA and UK's shoe retailer Pavers applied for 
permission to enter India through a wholly-owned business. Indian 
media reports that US accessories manufacturer Fossil Inc is to enter 
the Indian market through a 100% owned company. The firm already 
has a distribution agreement to sell leather goods, jewellery, watches 
and handbags in India. Last month51% foreign ownership in multi-
brand retail was allowed. The momentum to enter India's $ 450bn 
retail market will increase.  
 
Finance Minister Mr Chidambaram hopes that a proposal will be 
cleared soon by the cabinet to reduce the bureaucracy and 
regulatory hurdles that delay the start of badly needed infrastructure 
projects. A National Investment Board (NIB) headed by PM Dr Singh is 
planned. It is seen as the boldest attempt yet to clear infrastructure 
bottlenecks that have held back economic growth. Poor infrastructure, 
according to Government estimates, shaves 1-2% from economic 
growth. Government officials say such delays have held up projects 
worth about $40bn in the power, roads, coal and mining sectors alone. 
It is estimated that to start an infrastructure project an average of 56 
permissions from different federal, state and local agencies is required. 
This can easily take 24 months. And, often much longer. India's 
investment rate has fallen to 32% from 38% in 2007-08 (before the 
global financial crisis). Hence, foreign and domestic private capital is 
badly needed. But, with a maze of regulatory hurdles and inordinate 
bureaucratic delays foreign investors are not rushing in to invest in 
India's infrastructure. Unless there are "bankable" projects - ie all 
clearances in place. The NIB will not be a magic wand to sort out all 
delays as it deals with clearances at Central Government level. State 
Governments often create long delays as they pander to local vested 
interests. But, an excellent start compared to existing conditions. 
 
Cabinet clearance for the NIB is not a certainty. It was supposed to 
have had clearance last week but the Environment Minister raised 
objections. Turf wars within the cabinet, friction among coalition 
partners and a populist mood setting in ahead of General Elections 
latest by May 2014 is impeding further bold reforms. The land 
acquisition bill is one such victim which is stalled in cabinet.       
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      Bombay Sensex 30 : 5 Year Chart 

Bombay Sensex 30 200D MA 50D MA 
    All Time Hi: 21005 (05/11/10) 
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SELECTED SHARE PRICES  
GDR OFFER PRICES (US$) LONDON �  15 Oct 2012 : 1630 GMT 

Company ������ 
Price 

YTD %  
Change 

 Company ������ 
Price 

YTD %   
Change 

 

L&T $31.09 +   65%   SBI $   86.60  +   35%  
M&M $16.25 +   23%  Suzlon Energy $     1.20 -    31%   
Ranbaxy $ 10.35  +   30%  Tata Steel $     7.95 +    12%  
Rel. Inds  $31.20 +     9%      
        
Source : Thomson Reuters        

 

ADR OFFER PRICES (US$) NEW YORK �   15 Oct 2012 : 2100 GMT 

Company ������ 
Price 

YTD %  
Change 

 Company ������ 
Price 

YTD %  
Change 

 

Dr.Reddy $  31.92 +     9%  Sterlite $  7.71 +  10%  
HDFC Bank $  37.71 +  43%    Tata Com (ex VSNL) $  9.52  + 19%      
ICICI Bank $  40.00 +  49%  Tata Motor $25.08 +  52%  
Infosys    $  44.57 -    13%  WIPRO $ 8.48 -   16%  
MTNL $    1.08 +   39%      
Source :  Thomson Reuters        

 

AIM (LONDON): in GB p unless stated otherwise  �  15 Oct 2012 : 1630 GMT 
Company ������ 

Price 
YTD %  
Change 

 Company ������ 
Price 

YTD %  
Change 

 

Caparo (now Mytrah)   62  -       32%  Jubilant Energy   16   -   45%    

DQE   39 -       12%  Kolar Gold    78   -   50%  

Eros 224 -         3%  OPG Power   56   +   56%  

Greenko 139 +       17%  Photon Kaathas   28¢    -   30%  

HIRCO   42  -      10%        SKIL Ports  106    -   33%  

IEnergizer 367  +     35%   Trinity Cap.    10   -    15%   

Indus Gas 995  +     39%  Unitech    34   +    33%  

Ishaan   32   -     27%  W. Pioneer      7   -    65%  

        

Source :  Thomson Reuters 

 
       

OTHER :  in GB p unless stated otherwise  �  15 Oct 2012 : 2100 GMT 
Company ������ 

Price 
YTD %  
Change 

 Company ������ 
Price 

YTD %  
Change 

 

Essar Energy    128   -    33%  Collective Funds     
Vedanta Resources  1085   -      5%  London:    
    Aberdeen New India   224   +  15%  
    JP Morgan India   370   +  16%  
    New York:    
    MS India $17.69   +   25%   
    The India Fund $23.11   +   21%  
        

Source :  Thomson Reuters 
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If you go to Malaysia and find the flavors of
India on your plate, don’t be surprised. For,
Malaysian food is hugely inspired by South In-
dian cuisine as seen and relished in the four
states of Andhra Pradesh, Karnataka, Kerala
and Tamil Nadu. The influence can be traced
from erstwhile Malaya years before it gained
Independence. Hence, it is not surprising that
Indian culture has permeated all aspects of
Malaysian lives, including its cuisine.

STRONG INDIAN CULINARY INFLUENCE
Malaysians have learnt to embrace Indian cui-
sine. This is evident in the mushrooming of
`mamak’ or ‘Indian Muslim’ restaurants and
stalls in Malaysia. A true Malaysian loves
street food, especially in Kuala Lumpur and
Penang, where a myriad of street stalls includ-
ing Indian ones selling appam, mutton and
fish head curry (although some doesn’t cate-
gorize them in the street food category) can
be found. They are often viewed as dishes
that are uniquely Malaysian or simply adapted
to suit the Malaysian palate.

Fish head curry is a typical Indian food. Be-
lieved to have originated in Tamil Nadu, the
dish uses only fish head as opposed to the
whole fish as the main ingredient. Fish head
curry, believed to have Chinese and Indian
roots, is a semi-stewed fish head, usually a
red snapper (or Ikan Merah in Malay) accom-

panied by assorted vegetables such as brinjal,
which is commonly known as eggplant.
Malaysia’s fish head curry is similar to Singa-
pore, but its unique quality can be seen in the
local influence.

In Kuala Lumpur, there is an abundance of
restaurants and stalls selling fish head curry in
Brickfields and Bangsar. Not surprising, as
these towns are heavily populated by the In-
dian community. Located at a distance of four
kilometers from the City Center, tourists can
go to a stall in Lucky Garden in Bangsar, fa-
mous for its must-have fish head curry.

Owner Anuar Zainal, 56, says that the fish
head curry is adapted to suit the local tastes
and uses Malaysian-made spices such as
aniseed, poppy seed, turmeric, curry spice
and some ‘secret’ ingredients. Claiming that
the recipe originated in Tamil Nadu, Anuar’s
curry is adorned by pickles and served with
rice and bean sprouts with soya sauce as the
side dish.  “The dish’s cooking style is similar
to Indian Muslim cooking," he said, adding his
cook hails from the Tamil Nadu to maintain
the dish’s authenticity.

SOUTH INDIA IS EVERYWHERE
The introduction of the South Indian style of
cooking took place when migrants – mostly
Tamilians, Malayalis and Telugus – came dur-
ing the colonial era of Malaya. Their recipes

were wholeheartedly embraced due to simi-
larities, including the fact that Tamilians eat
more rice like the majority of local Malays.
Born in South India and of Tamilian descent,
Anuar has been living in Malaysia for more
than 10 years. He says: “What’s more interest-
ing is that the fish head curry is hardly heard
of in India. In KL, the dish gained its popularity
in the 1980s with the opening of specialized
restaurants in Bukit Bintang and Central Mar-
ket, before expanding throughout the City
Center and the entire nation later.”

Tourists can enjoy the fish head curry in his
stall for on a good day, but the price range is
dependent on fish head’s market price. You
would not be disappointed as the curry is not
only delicious; it is also healthy as there is no
coconut milk or other dairy products. Another
Indian street food embraced by Malaysians is
the sweet appam or appam. It is available in
most parts of Kuala Lumpur and more com-
monly available in areas populated by Indian
community. Here, the outlets selling sweet
appams usually offer three varieties: plain
appam, sweet appam (infused with white
sugar) and brown sugar appam. Generally,
appam is a common breakfast dish in the
South Indian cuisine. In different parts in
India, appam acquired many forms and was
eaten with a variety of condiments including
egg and honey.

TASTE OF INDIA
India, particularly South Indian cuisine, is a huge influence on 
Malaysia’s culinary culture. Nurul Huda Jamaluddin reports

FOOD  60
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One major hit among the Malaysians is the
plain appam. It is a bowl-shaped thin pancake
made from fermented rice or idiyappam,
yeast salt and a little sugar. The outer rim is
crispy and of brownish color but it is soft and
moist at the centre. It can be eaten with a
wide variety of condiments that are common
with Malaysians including coconut milk and
curry.

Less than two kilometers from Bangsar, the
Brickfields district is a haven for Indian food. It
is also known as Little India due to a high per-
centage of Indian residences and businesses.
One of the favourite treats is an assortment of
‘wedding’ desserts of South Indian origin such
as Mysore Pak, Janggiri, Barfi and other
desserts such as string hoppers (putu
mayam), available for only MYR 1 each. Sri Ko-
rtumalai Restaurant in Brickfields offers a
range of these desserts sold in a small stall in
the eatery. One of the ‘in-demand’ desserts is
Mysore Pak which is believed to have its ori-
gins in Karnataka, and is made from ghee
(clarified butter), sugar and gram flour.

Another famous dessert Barfi or Burfee is a
sweet confection made from condensed milk
and cooked with sugar until it solidi-
fies. Janggiri (or Imarti), is
bright orange in color and
has a circular shape.
Made of wheat flour
here, the dessert
from Rajasthan is
sometimes
made by deep
urad flour bat-
ter. Sugar
syrup and saf-
fron is added
for color. Kol-
lukatai, some-
times called
Kozhakkattai, is
another must-
have sweet. The

looks might
not be

appetizing, but it is a
popular sweet dumpling
made from rice flour batter
mixed with dhal and nuts. 

Some Malaysian Indian
offerings have a Sri Lankan
origin. The cuisine, due to its
proximity with South India,
shows some influence of the latter.
In many ways, however, it is quite dis-
tinct. One example of Sri Lankan cuisine
in Malaysia’s streets is the string hopper, pop-
ularly known as putu mayam here. It is usually
served mainly for breakfast or dinner and
often accompanied by lunu miris, a mix of red
onions and spices. The batter for string hop-
pers is similar to appam but has thicker
dough, which is pressed through a sieve to
make vermicelli-like rice noodles. These are
steamed, and slightly infused with aromatic
pandan leaf for flavoring and served with
grated coconut, jaggery, or more often a
Malaysian favorite, the locally made palm
sugar called gula melaka.

MUSTAFA’S MYSTERY RECIPE
What’s unique about the Malaysian

putu mayam is that it is com-
monly sold as street food and

some vendors still sell it
door-to-door. The sweet

corner also offers a
wide variety, includ-

ing putu mayam
ragi (putu mayam
with millet),
which is brown in
colour and those
with pandan
leaves and mint
flavors. Confec-

tionery-maker
Jowharali Mohd

Mustafa, 60, claims
that his putu mayam

is of the best quality in
the country. “It is the way

it is prepared. Our rice flour
dough is soft like cotton. This

sweet is very tasty and can last up to
two days from the day it’s made,” he

says. However, he refuses to share the
recipe as it has been handed down for

generations.
Mustafa, 60, says that the

desserts sold at his stall are en-
joyed by all races, including the

Malays and the Chinese, the
two predominant communi-
ties in the country. “Most Chi-
nese who have frequented 

the place have a better idea of these
dishes than their Indian counterparts,” he
says. The restaurant, which houses the sweet
stall, mimics thousands of mamak restaurants
mushrooming in Malaysia. Located in Brick-
fields, the restaurant that has been operating
for more than 12 years has been visited by
the who’s who and top-ranking officials, in-
cluding former Prime Minister Tun Abdullah
Badawi and Prime Minister Datuk Seri Najib
Razak.

The opening of a host of 24-hour mamak
restaurants has created a bustling nightlife,
where people hang out to meet their friends
or watch football matches. Mamak restau-
rants typically serve fried dishes, varieties of
naan bread, nasi kandar, biryani and various
types of paratha.

BREAD ON YOUR PLATE
Paratha, locally known as roti canai, comes in
various flavors and styles in Malaysia. Roti
means bread in Hindi, Urdu and Malay. Canai
in Malay means to roll out dough. Usually, the
dish is composed of dough containing copious
amounts of fat (mostly ghee), egg, flour and
water, which is kneaded thoroughly, flattened,
oiled and folded repeatedly before being
twirled or spread into a thin sheet and cooked
on skillet. There are many variations of roti
canai – either sweet or savory such as roti
telur, roti pisang, roti planta, roti sardine, roti
tisu to name a few – that can be only found in
Malaysia.

“In India, paratha does not have as many
varieties as Malaysia does. Although paratha
is sold there, it is not like in Malaysia where
many styles were created to adapt to local
tastes such as roti pisang and roti sardin. This
is because multi-racial Malaysians look for
good food and prefer varieties and varied
tastes daily,” Mustafa says.

Malaysia’s food culture is flamboyant. Pop-
ulated by different communities, the nation
has adapted the best from each to create its
unique menu. So, if you are an Indian on a
visit to the country, one thing is for sure. The
food on your plate will remind you of home.

Malaysia’s
fish head curry is

similar to Singapore, but its
unique quality can be seen in

the local 
influence as

it adapts to
the local
palate.
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Singapore’s street fashion is redefining the commonplace notion that fashion of different 
cultures cannot be integrated. Fashion analyst Kanishka R. takes a critical look
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There has always been a marked divide   be-
tween Indian and Western a�re. Ethnic wear re-
lies on loosely-structured fabrics; it is colorful
and embellished while the western dress or suit
usually strives for a more sober, structured ap-
proach or veers towards the      avant-garde.

Of late, the twain appears to have met.
Indian fashion has adapted the cultural nuances
of different ethnic groups in Singapore.  The
results are interes�ng indeed.

If we observe trends in the interna�onal
arena, fashion is going through the same
transforma�on.  The reasons for this are varied,
one of them being that world celebri�es like
Oprah Winfrey have enthusias�cally embraced
the tradi�onal Indian look at �mes. On her trip to
India, Oprah wore a sari by Tarun Tahiliani and
this was seen by thousands of viewers. 

In India, the success of fashion pla�orms like
the Lakme Fashion Show and Wills Lifestyle
Fashion Week has ensured that the spotlight
falls on home-spun industries and the wealth of
textures and mo�fs of desi apparel.   At a recent

show, we saw Ikat appearing on the tu-
nics of the models. Ikat is a form of �e-

dye tradi�onal         cra�smanship,
and once        combined with an

avant-garde form, became a
stunning juxtaposi�on of the

old art with a new style.
Also, more women these

days are looking into their
roots.  And observing other

ethnic roots, as well! The
‘kur�’ or tunic for instance, has
acquired mass appeal and it’s

quite       common to see the Chi-
nese and Malays wear them over jeans in
Singapore.

Borrowing from the Eastern pale�es,
we have been seeing the Mandarin  col-
lar and even used them liberally on our
blouses; now, design houses like the

Singapore-based Pure Earth in Or-
chard Road are going a step fur-
ther. They have even adapted the
figure-hugging            silhoue�es of

the a�rac�ve Chinese a�re known
as the Cheongsum. The Malaysian
sarong and kebaya also being emu-
lated.

On the interna�onal ramps,

Italian and French designers have embraced East-
ern intricacies with gusto.  It’s not unusual to see
haute couture flaunt vibrant Indian hues, intri-
cate embroidery and tradi�onal weaves from the
sub-con�nent.  Loose flowing pants, harem
trousers, and even jodhpurs are taken from our
colonial legacy.  

Integra�on is becoming increasingly visible
with each passing day. And, we are loving it.

"Fashion has a language of its own"

Rashmi Gogna, CEO, Pure Earth

“What we are witnessing is 
fashion that reflects an integration

of cultures. It’s as if we are open to
cultural variations of various ethnic
styles. To understand the concept of

integration, one has to gain an 
understanding of what makes

other cultures unique, so we can
adapt those in ours.  We, 

for instance, have a wealth of 
traditions we can offer and 

I have used some of these like 
our own embroidery and 

mirrorwork from Rajasthan in 
our Asian collection. 

In a recent show for instance, 
we created a look that 

incorporated Chinese and Malay 
influences as well as 

Western silhouettes and 
blended these with our own 
Indian element. The result: 

a stunning juxtaposition of the
South and SE Asia and the West.

Fashion has a language of its 
own. Thus, by presenting a look

that is integrated, we are bringing
home a powerful message of 

harmony in cultures.”
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STARRY NIGHTS
The Darpan Bengali Film Festival 2012 was held recently in 

Singapore, amidst a great deal of fanfare. Kamla Rupani reports...

What a treat for cine-lovers!  Singapore saw a 
fabulous five-day fest this month showcasing seven
award-winning contemporary films from Bengal 
India (with English sub�tles)!

Walking into the foyer of the Cathay Cineplex, I was
thronged by excited movie-goers wai�ng for the
screening of the first movie in the series, Autograph. 

The crowd included die-hard art film lovers, 
fashionably-clad socialites, and oh-so- famous stars.
Spo�ed among the luminaries were stars, models and
film directors, Raima Sen, Moon Moon Sen’s 
talented  daughter and Jourdan Lee, a Hollywood
actor of Chinese descent among others.  

In fact, the fes�val  had drawn not only the 
Bengalis but also an eclec�c mix of non-Indians. A�er
all, it was the first �me that the Bengali film fes�val of
this quality, was being held in South East Asia.

SINGAPORE MP INDRANEE RAJAH GRACED 
THE OCCASION
Looking elegant in a sari, Singapore MP, Rajah,who is
of Tamil origin, said,“We work very hard at this (having
cultural integra�on)in our city. In Singapore, we have
had different Indian groups for more than a 100
years—Punjabis, Tamilians and Bengalis have had a
presence since the colonial �mes. Singapore 
celebrates all these cultures.”

The historical �es between Singapore and Bengal
are well-documented – Singapore had for long been
the poli�cal base for Netaji Subhash Bose as well as
forged important trading rela�ons with the port of
Kolkata under Sir Stamford Raffles. 

DREAM COME TRUE
Soaking in the atmosphere and looking quite in their
element, Darpan: Bengali Film Fes�val 2012  
organisers, Mir Afsar Ali and Sreyashi Sen told their
story…

It was over a cup of coffee in Kolkata that Mir, a
well known DJ in Bengal and lead vocalist of Bandage
and Shreyasi Sen shared a dream. To bring Bengali 
cinema to a “mul�-ethnic and mul�-cultural global 
audience.” And with the art scene seeing an 
enthusias�c revival inin Singapore, the idea was about
to take off. Shreyasi, Founding Director of event and 
entertainment company, Mirvana Singapore said: “As
a Kolkata girl and now a Singaporean,Darpan is an 
effort to build connec�ons through cinema as an art
form...With Bollywood and Kollywood already having
a foo�ng here it was �me Tollywood made its 
presence felt”.

For Mir, it was a dream fuelled by his own passion
in cinema. He has acted in Anindo’s Banerjee’s 
Chaplin and Anik Du�a’s Bhooter Bhobhisyot. Movies
shown at the fes�val  included Laptop, Ranjana Aami
Aar Ashbo Na, Baishe Srabon and Royal Bengal Ro-
hoshyo.

According to a report by 
Deloiite and FICCI, “In 2010,
with an array of awards,
cri�cal acclaim and box-of-
fice successes, the Bengali
film industry got a new
lease of life. With 5 Na�onal
Film awards, the pres�gious
Golden Peacock trophy at
the Interna�onal Film Fes�-
val of India, IFFA in their
ki�y, many Bengali movies
produced this year caught
the collec�ve consciousness
of the en�re country’s film
aficionados and cri�cs
alike.” (Media and Enter-
tainment in East India –
Bengal, 2011.)

Glimpses from Darpan Bengali Film Festival 2012

EVENT  64
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INDIAN LENS,
INDIAN LOCALES

Rang De Basanti

Peepli Live 

Rajneeti

Jab we met 

Rang De Basanti

Tere Naal Love Ho Gaya

Raavan
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Indoor and outdoor locations do not merely
create a beautiful backdrop. They also pro-
vide with a beautiful canvas that is colored
with story ideas. Sometimes, it’s not the di-
rector’s skills or the soulful music that go
into the making of a blockbuster. The cine-
matographer’s depiction of locales leaves a
lasting impression in the people’s minds.

Locations play such a powerful role that
they can enhance the overall impact of the
film. In today’s times, filmmakers create an
aura of authenticity by imparting the appro-
priate backdrop to their cities. In Kahaani,
the lens romances Kolkata’s emblematic im-
ages of the Howrah Bridge, Durga Puja and
Victoria Memorial. So thoughtfully were they
shown that they became an intrinsic part of
the film. Like Kolkata, Mumbai and Delhi
have also had their moments on the big
screen. A number of films have revolved
around them.

Some among our B-town films have been
camping in nondescript villages and towns of
India. They are benefiting from the qualities
that the simple, charming and cost-effective
locales are bringing to them.  Horror films
and thrillers, for instance, are introducing the
national audience to the face of the cities
where danger lurks in street corners and
mystery unfolds within crumbling buildings.

Mani Ratnam's Raavan is said to be a
modern interpretation of the epic 

Ramayana. The film wouldn’t have been so
visually attractive without Athirapally forests
in Kerala, Ooty in Tamil Nadu, Jhansi in Uttar
Pradesh, Kolkata, and the Malshej Ghats in
Maharashtra: places that the cameraman’s
lens fell in love with. Kareena Kapoor’s dance
on Yeh Ishq haye in Jab We Met created
magic in Ladakh and other sequences of the
film were shot in diverse locations, right from
ganne ka khet which was shot in Chandigarh
to the slopes in Shimla and Manali.

Kangana Ranaut and R. Madhavan in 
Tanu Weds Manu sat pretty on a charpoy in a
village in Kanpur. Udaan was filmed in
Jamshedpur, Peepli Live in Uttar Pradesh/
Haryana and 3 Idiots in Ahmedabad followed
suit. Ludhiana’s famous fort Sarai Lashkari
Khan is the place where some of the most
popular scenes of Rang de Basanti were
shot. Riteish Deshmukh and his reel-turned-
real life partner Genelia D Souza’s Tere Naal
Love Ho Gaya was shot in various locations
of Patiala. Not only that, many Hollywood di-
rectors have been helming their movies in
our national locales such as the Dev Patel
starrer The Best Exotic Marigold Hotel that
was shot in Rajasthan and the Julia Roberts
starrer Eat, Pray, Love which had sequences
shot in Haryana. Prakash Jha’s Aparahan
filmed in Bihar was released in 2005. Jha’s
romance with small towns continued with
Rajneeti, Aarakshan and the soon-to-be-re-

leased Chakravyuh that was shot in Bhopal.
In recent times, the authenticity of the lo-

cale has acquired more importance than ever
before. The recently released Gangs of
Wasseypur directed by Anurag Kashyap is an-
other such example. It would have been im-
possible to depict the film’s atmosphere
without setting camp at Wasseypur in Dhan-
bad. And then, of course, there are period
films like Paan Singh Tomar, which took the
plot to places like Chambal and Roorkee.
Ishaqzaade in which Arjun Kapoor played a
grandson to the patriarchal grandfather and
the actress Parineeti Chopra was a 
small-town girl living in a house full of 
overprotective male members was largely
shot in Hardoi, Uttar Pradesh.

One doesn’t have to belong to the film 
industry to know that shooting in these 
locales is cost-effective. Permissions can be
sought more easily, while crowd manage-
ment is infinitely easier. However, while less
expenditure, authentic locales and imparting
genuineness to the characters are significant
considerations, this approach has more to it.
Filmmaking, at the end of the day, has a 
direct link with the heart. Many filmmakers
of our industry hail from some of these small
towns. Hence, they get an opportunity to
showcase their hometowns through their
films. What is nice to see is they’re all giving
us a chance to connect with our roots too.

Many makers of Hindi films are opting for Indian locations that bring out the character 
of the place in which the plot of the story is based, observes Mritunjay Kumar

Paan Singh Tomar

Gangs of Wasseypur 

Tanu Weds Manu 
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CLASSY KOLKATA
Kahaani starring Vidya Balan in an immaculate performance is based in Kolkata. The film has a mysterious plot which journeys through
the heart of the city. In keeping with the trend of today’s �mes, the film, therefore, depicts the spirit of Kolkata with all its 
idiosyncrasies, images and language. Why was Kahaani a success? Despite its unmistakable regional feel, the story had a plot that cap-
�vated the viewer. Even the non-Bangla-speaking viewer had no choice but to immerse one’s self in the goings on of the film.
Kahaani or no Kahaani, Kolkata has always been a favored des�na�on for shoo�ng films and TV commercials. The city’s ambience
gives a great opportunity to use one’s imagina�on to the fullest. Not surprising, therefore, is why many gravitate to the city: and even
if they are not making Bangla movies.

     

GOLDEN ERA
Vidya Balan is among the most gi�ed actresses in today’s
�mes. Maybe, it is her looks that prompts filmmakers to
cast her in the roles of Bengali women in Hindi films. 
Parineeta is the film that showcased her talent as a 
serious actress for the first �me. The film captures the 
bygone era wonderfully, and takes you through some 
perfect loca�ons. Shot en�rely in Kolkata, it a beau�ful
montage of the city’s picture-postcard loca�ons. The
Durga Puja sequences in the film were shot in the pandals
on the final day of the fes�val, and the people who were
captured by the lens were actual devotees.

MANY DIMENSIONS
Mani Ratnam’s Yuva brought Kolkata back to 
mainstream Hindi cinema in India. Though he didn’t
hire any local actor, Ratnam created the magic of the
city with his well-known cinema�c insight. The film
highlights the mul�layered Kolkata with its Bri�sh-era
buildings and archetypes — metros, trams, the 
Victoria Memorial, hand-pulled rickshaws and the
Howrah Bridge. The film also manages to bring out
the murkier and the darker side of the city of joy 
besides popularizing its elements of interest among
the modern-day tourists.

TIMELESS CHARM
“Parts of Bengal are almost frozen in �me; the old
houses, signposts and streets s�ll look the same. It is
easier to recreate the old era here,” says Anurag Basu
whose film Barfi! is set in the 70s. Although a major
part of the movie was shot in Darjeeling, whatever shot
in Kolkata showcased every significant nuance of the
city. In the film, those hand-pulled rickshaws and yellow
and black taxis are beau�fully portrayed and lampposts
in the street truly depict the olden days of the city.
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MUMBAI MERI JAAN 
Ae dil hai hai mushkil jeena yahan, zara hatke zara bachke yeh hai Bombay meri jaan… Mumbai has always been Bollywood’s first love. The ‘City of
Dreams’ for millions, the ‘Financial Powerhouse’ of the country, the ‘City that never Sleeps’, the ‘Entertainment Capital’- these are just few of the
ways in which Mumbai is defined. For years, filmmakers have been showing sprawling beaches and up-market locales on one hand, and bustling
neighborhoods and huge slums on the other. The glitz and glamour, the murky underbelly…the city has every quality that is essen�al to manifest
one’s cinema�c vision. Mumbai has been the backdrop of many a film in the last century. The romance con�nues.

OF FESTIVALS AND CHAWLS
Karan Malhotra’s Agneepath is the latest flick to 
explore Mumbai. The village is Mandwa, not very far
from Mumbai, where mobs rule and the villain 
Kancha's writ runs. The film captures the two main
fes�ve occasions of the city: Dahi Handi and Ganesh
Chaturthi with all that Mumbai masala. From Marathi
lingo to Marathi a�re and a few glimpses of the chawl
culture, the city is depicted with all its well-known
characteris�cs.

SOCIAL STRATA
Kiran Rao’s directorial debut Dhobi Ghat is the perfect
accolade to Mumbai. She uses her characters smartly
to show the much talked about spirit of Mumbai 
without ge�ng maudlin. It captures the different
strata of people who coexist in the city. Mumbai, an 
inspira�on for many filmmakers, has been highlighted
in many films. What makes Dhobi Ghat among the
few films of its kind is that it explores the bylanes that
we haven't really seen before.

FUN FARE
Wake Up Sid has all the reasons to make you fall in
love with Mumbai. This Ayan Mukerji film covers
everything right from the streets to beaches. The
city becomes a character, with its rains playing a 
crucial role in it. The film plays the perfect tourist
guide for the new visitors to the city or ones who
are planning to visit the city of dreams.
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DELIGHTFUL DELHI
Bollywood has found a new love. It is called Delhi. Delhi’s images have become part of many films, and not just that, many makers are showing spe-
cific ‘kinds of Delhi’ as an integral part of their story. You want to showcase a middle class family, it’s Delhi. You want to showcase a big fat wedding,
it’s Delhi. You want to showcase old India with historical monuments, it’s Delhi. You want to showcase college stories, it’s Delhi University campus.
Since it is the capital of the country, most socio-poli�cal dramas are also based in Delhi.

SPIRIT OF DILLI
Band Baja Baraat has a jhatak-matak Delhi flavor with
the necessary dance moves and magic of Indian 
weddings. Director Maneesh Sharma and writer Habib
Faisal are both Delhi-ites and hence they bring out the
zany best in the city. With an orderly yet loud boy, a
cracker of a girl, bread pakodas and colorful jhalars,
BBB nails the freshness of Delhi. The film also 
celebrates the joy of Dilli lingo, and you see 
everything from Sainik farms to Janakpuri and Rohini.

FASHION SHOW
“When you think of Emma, you think of Delhi, with
its sprawling gardens…. If I have to make a film on
the perfect saris and perfect jewelry, it should be
Delhi,” said Rajshree Ojha, director of Aisha. This film
explores the other side of Delhi. The couture comes
into focus as we see the swish set polo and party in
farmhouses. It’s as real a side of Delhi as any. So,
India Gate takes a backseat and fashion bou�ques
step forward.

LIFE IN A METRO
Delhi has so many faces, and represen�ng that through
cinema is an absolute delight. In Vicky Donor, director
Shoojit Sircar showcased CR Park and Lajpat Nagar very
beau�fully: the people, narrow lanes, busy markets and
traffic included.  The film has small colonies where most
houses share walls so that one neighbor is within the
ear’s reach of the other. Bengali and mostly Punjabi
speaking-people were in focus: the ones with ambi�on
and big dreams.
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Harrowing time for husbands

The scariest situa�on for a husband (or a
boyfriend) is to suddenly be confronted with
that one li�le ques�on for which they are
never quite prepared. 

No�ce something different?
Three words fraught with danger.
There is the husband back home after a

rigorous day at the office looking forward to
nothing more than putting his feet up and
relaxing watching the Champion's Trophy
when the wife says, no�ce something different?

Immediately panic descends. What could it
be? The sofa covers, the cushion, some new
pain�ng, dash it, has to be something, has she
redone the table se�ng, what on earth is it?

For wives this is a major event and not to
be taken lightly. A husband worth his salt is
expected to get it right. Those who are a li�le
smarter stall for �me. Give me a clue, they say,
everything looks so perfect, it is impossible to
tell what’s new. Now, that sort of blatant fla�ery
might wash under normal circumstances but it
hasn’t a chance when it comes to find the
change, the stakes are far too high.

By now, the husband is on his knees and
she is going into freeze mode and she says,

don’t tell me you can’t figure it out, a�er all
the trouble I took…this means we are now
moving into very s�cky territory and things are
not looking good.

So, the poor husband, he takes a deep
breath and says, now, ummmmmm, let me
see, it isn’t the curtains, not the pelmets, and
it isn’t the sideboard, nor is it the po�ed plant,
running off this list in the hope that her body
language will give her away, was that flipping
po�ed plant always there or has it been
changed?

Finally, he says, the cushions, you have
changed the cushions.

She goes all rigid and chilly as the wind that
blows through the room. Then she says those
awful words that made the strongest of husbands
quail. “I don’t know why I bother, not that it
makes any difference to you.”

A more in�mida�ng version of this exercise
comes about when the wife says much the
same words about herself. The husband is
busy doing his accounts or watching an absorbing
Al Pacino retro  and she says, no�ce something
different? Same words, different inflec�on.
Then she does a li�le spin and a two step and

poses there for him. Now, with old Scarface in
trouble and the movie rushing to its climax, he
has absolutely no clue what she is talking
about and dread is the uppermost sen�ment
that fills his mind. Why now?

Usually, it is the hair but not necessarily so.
It could be twitched eyebrows, or a new nail
varnish or a new dress or shoes or anything,
one of ten different op�ons.

Of course, says the sensible husband
grandly, you look wonderful. 

Yes, but what is different.
Gorgeous, stunning.
Yes, but what is different?
Migoodness, says the warrior, knowing he

is losing ground, now let me see.
It is a risk at the best of �mes because once

you have got it wrong you don’t get a second
chance at it. No second shots, that’s the name
of the game. 

The wife will instantly whisk off in a huff
and no amount of making up will suffice. Later
on, when the secret is out, you can make all
the mewling sounds about how you knew all
the �me that it was the new color tone to her
hair or new ear rings only you were fooling
around but it won’t make any difference. In
this business, once you have goofed up, that’s
it. A friend of mine didn't no�ce she had her
nose pierced. Ten year since the gaffe and he is
s�ll paying for it.  

Just go buy her something expensive.
A friend of mine he actually keeps a diary

with regular updates on his wife’s changes in
person and the house. Believes he can beat
the odds. 

Suffice it to say, he s�ll gets it wrong.

Bikram Vohra
Director - Editorial & Corporate 

Communication





NGI Knowledge Exchange RNI TC No. MAH ENG 12553/13/1/2010- TC Decl. No. SDM/Pune/SR/138/2010


